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Badran, Zoubi co-chair committee meeting 


to boost ties with Syria 


AMMAN — Mr Mttetfy 
KtoBHataoiB readme! si Alftad- 
we nhtce in Ammo Monday 
Syrian Prime Minuter Ma hm o u d 
A1 Zoabi, who fc bwe & the hoed 
of fee Syrian fete to m eeting* of 
tte jeto Jord anW S ynaa Hjgfr- 
(fOoiMitfKitbidhnR(bdi^n 
wife Prime Minister Mudar 
Partrm . 

Baton and Zdobi briefed the 
K»g oe fee angora* dfe ais sio ow 
aad agenda of me a tectfog. The 
Jonbw News Ajncy, Petra, nrid 
mawn rctatuf to fee ooraorit* 


manors rcisttd to fee oormA* 
fee's wort, MRkateiy concon- 
At mqn to Miner Arab sefidar- 
tx fat fee fees of common efrd- 
kemm beef fee Arab Nation, 
and efforts €k«good to achieve 


economic fritegratioo betnecu 
Syria and J or dan would be fee* 
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CStraa wfaat be Md mam 
official rigmrn»OMn* arid fee 
limit set for fiscal .year 1990 
represented * 25 per cam in' 
crease feom fee figure fee fiscal 
year 1989. : . 

"U.S. policy 2m always 
been to increase cariffifeMi df 
Soviet quoorifiee, not to re- 
duce it,** Owens told fee Jor- 
dan TW “The U.S. Cock 
gress is also rnnAwfa g ler 
nlatwn to fetbr tw^ a a rfy 
number qff Soviet ttofejfoaai bT 
fee United States." he trid. 

Owens* nairis < fa c efly 
oontmficted a stutemtmtinsde 
by fee Soviet ambassador. 
Alexand e r Zinchuk , feat the. 
United States imposed as 
annual limit Of 18,0Q0on 
Soviet e mi g ran ts as soon as 


i u (vTvi ± ' r. ^ 


on emigration under fee Bber- 
olisation drive undo: way h 
fee Soviet Union. ‘'When we 
opened our doora (for emigra- 
tion), they dosed feeiis (for 
immigration},” be said. 

According to Owens, who 
said he was sp eak ing in fab 
capacity as an offi c i a l spoke*- 
mun foor fee American embas- 
sy is A*""J** t ) “ Ty m wi gT wrinf 
quotas have always been, a 
feature of American poficy for 
fee past 7D yean But,** the 
official figures indi c a te, fee 
number of Soviet emigrate to 
fee UmtnT States tan been 
always on fee rise." 

Acco r di ng to figures riven 
by Owens, the United State* 
accepted 787 Soviets as emig- 
rants out of a total of 914 
Soviets who left ttdr country 
in 1986 and 3,694 from a total 
of 8,153 in 1987. A tote! of 
20,421 Soviet euuferants en- 
tered fee United States b 2968 
and 40,000 in 1989. be said. 

The spokesman could not 


Hb Royal tfirim Grown 
ffew Hsi— sod RoyA Court 
Obfcf Sharif Ze*d Ben Shater 
wore promt at fee ttotfigg, 
which mn followed by a lunch 
hosted by fee King. 

Eraser, fen no prime mhris- 
tess co-dsured fee fins rou nd of 
the foist c ommittee *! meeting at 
fee Prime Mbtbny. . 

B»dr«a spoke of fee need for 
serioos action and practical steps 
rVirign ill » heto $yna and Jordan 
too wfe on tfe aftraitoai irtdM ^r g - 


poaod to fedr peoples. 

Badran said feat Jordanian- 
Syrian tie* had been developing 
positively,” a fact that h bound to 
prompt the two sides to be opti* 
oictic feat fee current session will 
he moa* fruitful, specially at a 
fen* whoa Jordan and Syria are 
together facing a common enemy 
sweb r equ i re* farther coordina- 
tion and cooperation.” 

la reply, Zoubi said pan- Arab 
solidarity and Jordanum-Syrian 
cooperation serve as a risen pro- 
viduig protection to fee Arab 
Nation in fee face of Israel's 
aggressive plans. 

Topics of rommoo interest to 
. the two countries in economy, 
trade, agriculture, transport and 
energy afoog wife tenet concern- 
ing Joins c ompanie s will be dis- 
cussed by fee panel. 

Upon arrival bereearHer at the 
airport* Zoobi made a statement 
in which be stressed cooperation 
among Arab states was impera- 
tive u> the tight of the latest 
statements by Israeli leaden about 
seeding g fee occu- 

pied t e r ri t o ries. 

"Bolstering ties between Jor- 
dan and Syria is a vital link on the 
road to Arab solidarity and joint 
action to confront the Israeli 
enemy which is constantly seek- 
ing to ex pand at the expense of 


Arab land,” be said. 

He said Syria would stand by 
Jordan against "fee Zsredrsettte' 
meat plans and the matign idea of 
(Jordan) as an alternative 
(Palestinian) homeland. ** 

Zoubi is accompwned'by Fore- 
ign Minister Farouq A1 Sharia. 

In reply to a question, Zoubi 
said Turkey's doctnoo rocm back 
the Euphrates river water had 
caused severe damages to Syria. 
"Syria is bolding contacts wife 
the Turkish government on tins 
question and popes that the nego- 
nation* will reduce the damage to 
Syria,” Zoubi added. 

Badran told rep or te rs that the 
joint committee would tfisenss 
economic, commercial, and 
cultural cooperation at weB as 
political atfutf. 

The two countries will embark 
on dtoc umfoto on fina nc ing the A1 
Wahdeh Dam project on fee Yar- 
monk River on fee border and 
foreign and Arab investors axe 
expected to oome to Jordan 
shortly to explore fee possibitity 
of finanring the project, Badran 
said. 

Zoubi also is accompanied by 
Ids deputy for economic affairs, 
and the mto&css of transport, eco- 
nomy and industry ana several 
spoaaBst* and officials. 


Azeri- Armenian talks to 


nafi'.*?: 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — De- 
foggtiop* from fee warring Soviet 
republics of Azerbaijan and 
Anrenia have agreed to hoM 
taSct in tiw latvin Riga 
T hursday trader the a os pfo es of 
the powerful popular fronte from 

Aa flu ■!«! n Harlvi —MMijiHne 

DC ;UVCC xMMDC ItpttQOCI. 

A^prefiminmy ogoada metodes 
fesow R ioo of Moscow’s use of 
troops to quell rarest between 
the two ac pn fato, according to 
tea m * non) by fee Azerbaijani 
Popular Root anti fee Armenian 
National Movement. At least 125 
people were kffled in the fitting. 

Also set for rfiscusrian between 
rival nationalist learirr* me re- 
fugee p roblems and other huma- 
nstxriw qnestiow. 

However, territorial issues, m- 
chufing rise explosive question of 
Nagorno-KarabsHi. have been 
ex OT ti ed from fee talks, to be 
bdd under tike. Baltic council 
com prisin g the three popular 
fronts. 

More than 320 people have 
feed fat two yean of fighting' 
between A rm en ia ns and Azeris. 

**nre Baltic council win act as a 
mediator. He wS try to reconcile 
the patties as iracfa as posrible,” 
«M lajWK Joriums, of 

the foreign rriations co mmi ttee 
for the L a t v ia n Bondar Front. 

hfeamriiile, authorities de»‘ 
taised three. Azerbaijani 
nationalist leaders and confis- 
cued thousands of leaflet* urging 
cm! fewfeefeence, whfbe nonuu 
Hfe appe a red to be ret urni ng to 
Bdcu, Soviet ntodfasted Monday. 

Tbe official news Wmcy TASS , 
nepocted that fee KGB detained ' 
tike three leaders of the Aasezbai- 


jtnTMpfoY Kfaont and said about 
10JOOO leaflets were idled at a 
facccny in tire capital of fee south- 
ere Azerbaijan republic. 

Other mefea reported new 
moves to crack the separatist 
movement - 

"The extremist strongholds 
. wife stocks of food and ammuni- 
tion are being detected,” said 
Radio Moscow. 

. Repom Monday indicated ten- 
sions were easing in the troubled 
southern Caucasus region. 

In Baku, factories that had 
been striking for days returned 
to work, and in Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh, road traffic res ume d after 
hrngfey bloc kades by militants, 
TASS reported. 

Fighters began withdrawing 
Sooday from a key battbfront — 
the battier between Armenia and 
Nakhichevan — sad fee bitter 
ezKrofosagreedtofescnsscxteudh 
ing the tznoe to other parts of the 
volatile region, activists repented. 

The withdrawal went without 
incident Sunday, according to 
Azerbaijani activist Ybsif Same- 
dug], and Armenian activist 
Rated Fopqyan. 

Last week, activists agreed to a 
trace at the border, one of the 
most bitterly contested areas in 
the region. 

Tito two sides agreed to patrol 
roads near the border ^ wife groups 
of no more than 10 maimed 
men. The action will leave secur- 
ity along fee bottler zone to 
Soviet troops, TASS said. 

The offer of nationalist move- 
ments in die Baltic republic* to 
mediate the conflict was a sign of 
how much ckmt the burgeoning 


movements have gained in the 
past year and their concern over 
unrest that requires Kremlin in- 
tervention. 

The movements, which win be 
represented at the talks by their 
respective chainnen, have been 
particularly strong in the Baltic 
republics. But many suefi groups 
across the country have been 
forging closer links in their strug- 
gle for more autonomy from 
Moscow. 

It also underscores Moscow’s 
ap p a re n t inability to bring peace 
to a region where long-shmnermg 
■ efenk and cultural rivalries have 
again flared into Moody dashes. 

“Of course a solution would be 
good for the Baltic council, but 
the real winners, we hope, will be 
the people of Tr an sca u casia,” 
said Valdis Benins, foreign edi- 
tor of the Latvian Popular Front 
ne wspaper Atmoda. 

Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gennady Gerasimov 
said Monday dialogue was vital to 
ending the Azeri-Axmeni&n vio- 
lence but that extremists had np 
place at the talks. 

Asked if be thought Moscow 
should nego tia te a solution to the 
conflict, Oerasimov, on a brief 
visit to Finland, told a news con- 
ference, “If you want a rotation 
you must have dialogue.” 

But be said the met feat the 
Popular Front of Azerbaijan was 
not united and included "extrem- 
ists” was proving a stumbling 
Mock. . . 

"We must negotiate with those 
who have power but it’s very 
difficult to negotiate with extrem- 
ists. 
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Arabs step up protests over 
Soviet emigration to Israel 


CAIRO (AP) — President Sad- 
dam Hussein of Iraq Warned fee 
United States Monday for an 
influx of Soviet Jews to Israel, 
leading a chores of Arab protests. 

The Arab League brought up 
fee question offidaBy with the 
United States, and Arab foreign 
mutistCTS were reported plannmg 
to meet on bow to stop the flood. 

The Soviet Union also drew 
Arab fire, as ne w sp ap e r s echoed 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) leader Yasser Ara- 
frt’s weekend c*fl for fee .Sweet 
g overnment to revexse itself and 
eurtial migration of Its Jews to 
Israel. 

In a Cairo speech Saturday, 
Arafat appeared to point blannug 
fingers at both fee Sonet Union 
and the United States. The FLO 
chairman appealed to Moscow 
tor restrictions as he alleged that 
Washington* was giving Israel 
money to help settle immigrants. 

Speaking to reporters in Cairo. 
Hussein said the infinx is causing 
"plain and serious harm** to the 
Palestinians. 

In Tunis, the Arab League 
Secretary-General Chadli Knbi 


entered the controversy Monday, 
charging feat the Jews were being 
forced to go to Israel in violation 
of their rights. He urged "joint 
Arab action to defeat this new 
plot organised against fee Arab 
Nation.” 

Kiibi discussed Jewish im- 
migration with Robext H. Pellet- 
reau, the U.S. ambassador to 
T tmk and Washington’s desig- 
nated riwunel for a year-long 
dialogue wife fee FLO. Details 
were not revealed. 

President Hussein tokl repor- 
ters in Cairo: "This matter in- 
volves plain and serious harm to 
fee Arabs generally and the 
Pal estinians in particular. We re- 
gard the United States as a parti- 
cipant in immig ration be- 
cause of its periides.’* 

"If fee United States were pre- 
venting nationals of other coun- 
tries from settling in it, we would 
say that this is a general prac- 
tice,” he. said. 

"But for die United States to 
let in all kinds of immigrants and 
prevent only Jewish immigrants 
from the Soviet Union ana East 
European countries, tins can only 


mean that it is opening only one 
door to them. Namely, Israel’s 
door.” 

Hussein predicted the immigra- 
tion wave will foster “aggressive- 
ness and expansionism among 
Israeli fanatics.” 

In Damascus, the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP) issued a statement 
saying Moscow and Washington 
had struck a deal over Jewish 
emigration at the expense of 
Palestinians. 

"The Palestinian leadership is 
very concerned about fee in- 
crease in flic number of Jewish 
immigrants to Israel..” 

"This influx comes within fee 
framework of a deal between fee 
Soviet Union and the United 
States at fee expense of fee 
Palestinian people and rheir 
legitimate rights,” the PFLP said 
in unusually harsh criticism of 
Moscow. 

It said fee influx could lead to a 
new war in the Middle East and 
called for an urgent Palestinian- 
Soviet meeting to discuss the 
issue. 


Abdul Meguid suggests 
hope to break stalemate 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Megmd said Monday be hoped a 
meeting he held with Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
officials would lead to positive 
developments in Middle East 
peace diplomacy. 

"I hope positive results (of this 
meeting) will appear in the next 
few days,” Abdul Meguid told 
reporters after more than 90 mi- 
nutes of talks wife PLO Execu- 
tive Co mmi t te e members Abdal- 
lah Hourani and Mahmoud 
Abbas. 

"What I can confirm is that we 
and our Palestinian brothers are 
keen on pushing the peace pro- 
cess forward. Of course we have 
more contacts and more consulta- 
tions to do,” he added. 

He refused all farther comment 


and fee two PLO leaders avoided 
journalists. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak met PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat Monday but de- 
clined comment on his talks. 

Meanwhile, a charismatic spir- 
itual leader who has wide support 
among Israel’s predominantly 
hardline North African Jews 
Monday called for a Palestinian 
state and talks wife the PLO. 

“We’ve had enough wars and 
bloodshed. We are ready to talk 
even wife those who murdered 
some of our sons,” said rabbi 
Baruch Abu-Hatzera, known as 
Baba Baruch. 

The rabbi, who had made simi- 
lar comments earlier this month, 
spoke in an interview before join- 
ing thousands of pilgrims for the 
animat “HBula,” a county fair- 


style memorial for his father and 
revered holy man, rabbi Israel 
Abu-Hatzera, who was known as 
"Baba Sali.” 

Prime Mmiser Yitzhak Shamir, 
head of the right-wing Likud bloc 
and & past ally, was so angered by 
the rabbi’s statements that he 
cancelled his visit to the hilula at 
fee last minute. 

The rift opened the door for 
the Labour Party which could 
improve its elections chances wife 
fee support of fee traditionally 
conservative North Africans, par- 
ticularly those from Abu-Hatzer- 
a's Moroccan community. 

Vice-Premier Shimon Peres, 
the Labour Party boss and Sha- 
mir's rival, attended the memo- 
rial for fee elder Abu-Hatzera 

(Continued on page 3) 


Ikhwan emerge from fenced gardens Into the fields 


Lmnfe K. Antoni 

T&nes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN Two months ago. 
Stafl* Htmam Slid, a mem- 
ber of fee Marian Brother- 
hood, resumed pre ac hing in 

more than one year. The sus- 
pension ' last month of 
martial law along wife lifting 
retitictioRS on preac hi n g cere- 
monies in fee m osq ue s has 
aSowed him -along wife many 
banned tforgymes to resume 
their activities in a free and 
opes 

"As far as I know there are 
no fonmneat restrictions or 
rnttr-ventioB. concerning 
preachers,’’ said Said, who was 
banned fo 1968 for critkistag 
fee measure* winch accompa- 
nied Jordan’s d is e n gagement 
from fee West Bank. 


Despite the exclusive “legal” 
statin of (he Muslim Brother- 
hood, mem bers of the fun- 
damentalist movementfed not 
totally escape some of the con- 
straints which characterised fee 

nre^lentocrattsition era in the 

"the prevailing atmosphere 
of freedom in fee cotm&y was 
reflected on the Bfewan (fee 
Brofeerfaood) jw as on every- 
body ebe fat the country,” sand! 
23ad Abu Ghandmah, a prom- 
inent member of fee move- 
ment “If it was not for the 
democratization process we 
would have not been able to 
return to the preaching 
podhuns m fee mosque,” he 
said, 

Abu Qhancfrnab was refer- 
ring to a 1985 law wfateh gave 
the government the right to 
■elect and ban mosque 


preachers, practically excluding 
a number of enmrni tte d Ikhwan 
clergy from preaching in the 
ooantnr’s tnramww, 

In ISSSTfeTnhwaii, de- 
puties in Fazflameat accepted 
the law, provided fee Ministry 
of Awqaf gave an advance 
warning to fee deny who 
“went overboard” before 

3W ^ut tSil fa noUbe way fee 
law was actually apptied. Many 
preachers were banned for rais- 
ing political issues and without 
the required prior warning," 
Islamist Deputy Yousef A1 
A them saH 

During the t h r e e-d ay Lower 
.House debate on confidence in 
the gavernmem of Prime Mlms- 
ter Mudar Badran, most of the 
20 deputies representing the 
Ikhwan sharply criticised and 
even called mr the repeal of fee 


preaching law. 

“How can anyone censor and 
control the word of God?” 
asked Sheikh Abdul Mumm 
Abu Zant, fee defiant and out- 
spoken Islamist deputy. 

Sheikh Said said that the 
imposed on Iran was not in line 
wife the provisions of fee law 
bat was a political decision. 

"In my case the law was not 
applied instead it was a direct 
action from the military gov- 
ernor (the prime minister, 
under martial law) ” said Said, 
who was elected last November 
to fee Lower House. 

But, according to Muslim 
Brotherhood offioals. Minister 
of Awqaf AH Faqir, himself an 
Islamist deputy, has practically 
suspended fee law, thus allow- 
ing Ikhwan members to fee law 
bat It is our understanding feat 
be wifi selectively apply it if the 


mosque ceremonies were used 
to promote secterianism or any 
divisions in the national unity,” 
an Triamkf deputy explained. 

In general, fee Ikhwan, who 
have historically supported the 
state against leftist radicals in the 
past, bad not been subjected to 
harassment and restrictions ap- 
plied elsewhere. Nevertheless, 
a partial official crackdown on 
fee Ikhwan in 1985 had cur- 
tailed many of fee prmliges 
enjoyed by the Brotherhood. 

“Although we always had a 
legal status, the Ikhwan never- 
theless came under tremendous 
pres su res m recent yean,” Abu 
Ghaneimah said. 

In addition to crabs on die 
Xkhwsu*s use erf the mosques, 
which, have always been effec- 
tive venues to propagate fee 
Brotherhood’s views, some 
members of the movement 


were stripped of their rivfl ser- 
vice posts. 

Deputy A them said that in 

the last five years more than 
350 Ikhwan or Islamists were 
either fired or refused jobs in 
government departments, espe- 
cially the Ministry of Education 
and universities. 

The dismissals seemed to 
breach what is widely believed 
to be a tacit official acceptance 
of fee Ikhwan ’s influence in fee 
university and the Ministry of 
Education. 

Ikhwan officials said that 
they considered the reinstate- 
ment of the movement's mem- 
bers who were dismissed from 
the cavil service as part of the 
more general plight of all those 
who were sacked for political 
reasons. Ikhwan deputies in 

(Coafemed on page 3) 


Amman, 
Moscow 
to discuss 
debts 

By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Tunes Staff Writer 


AMMAN — A Soviet delega- 
tion arrives here today in an 
attempt to reach an agreement 
on rescheduling Jordan’s debts 
to the Soviet union after ear- 
lier efforts had failed. 

V.F. Mordvinov. the Soviet 
deputy minister for foreign 
economic relations, who wfll 
be heading a high-level trade 
delegation, will seek to reach 
agreement on about $230 mil- 
lion representing Jordan’s debt 
repayment instalments due in 
1989 and 1990, linking part of 
them to exports of Jordanian 
products to the Soviet Union, 
according to official sources. 

"About 95 per cent of the 
debt is mihtaiy debt,” an offi- 
cial source told the Jordan 
Times on condition of anony- 
mity. The bulk of fee debt was 
incurred during 1984 when die 
Kingdom bought Soviet 
equivalents of the American 
hawk missiles, rite source said. 
The Kingdom also turned to 
fee Soviet Union and acquired 
a major air defence system, 
after the U.S. Congress vetoed 
an $1-8 billion arms deal wife 
Jordan but no definite figures 
or details of the purchases 
from Moscow were revealed. 

Informed sources estimate 
Jordan's total debt to the 
Soviet Union at several hun- 
dred million. Minister of Fi- 
nance Basil Jardaneh Monday 
refused to give an exact figure, 
saying “it is not our policy to 
release fee amount of die debt 
for each country.” 

A senior official who was 
closely involved in the pre- 
vious talks with the Soviet 
Union said obstacles remained 
in the way of a final agreement 
between Amman and Moscow i 
on the debt repayments. : 
However, highly-placed Soviet 
sources said Moscow expected 1 
“concrete results and a final 
agreemort” from the Soviet 
delegation’s talks in Amman 
this week. 

Then Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Minster of State for 
Economic Affairs Taber All 
Masri led a delegation to Mos- 
cow in August 1989 to resche- 
dule the debt repayments for 

1989 and 1990 but only 
readied an agreement in prin- 
ciples. In an interview wife fee 
Jordan Tunes following fee 
talks, Masri, now a member of 
Parliament, said the delay in 
reaching an agreement was 
due to differences on fee de- 
tails and volume of Jordanian 
exports linked to fee agree- 
ment. 

Another official source 
familiar with the details of 
Masri’s discussions in Moscow 
said: “The talks foiled because 
Jordan wanted to reschedule 
fee debt on fee same basis as 
its agreement with the Paris 
dub; for example, move up 
payments for five years wife a 
five-year grace period, but 
Moscow wanted to commit fee 
Kingdom to pay the debt re- 
payment for 1989 in cash.” So 
for no payments have been 
made on the debt for 1989. 
The source said the Soviet 
Union wanted Jordan to pay 
fee debt for fee first half of 

1990 in goods and the payment 
due in the other half of fee 
year would be open for nego- 
tiations. 

"The two sides could not 
agree on the percentage of 
goods or the demand to pay in 
cash,” he said. “If Jordan pays 
in cash to (he Soviet Union, 
then other creditors, the Paris 
and London dubs, would de- 
mand cash too,” he assened. 

Another snag which de- 
veloped in the Moscow nego- 
tiations was terms for the 
second half of 1990, according 
to the source. “Leaving nego- 
tiations open for the other half 
of 1990 left the door open for 
terms the Kingdom would not 
agree to,” he said. 

One of the obstacles, the 

(Coafemed on page 3) 







Middle East News 


Israelis set record in 


house demolitions 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( Agencies) — The army de- 
molished or sealed 38 bouses 
belonging to Palestinians in Janu- 
ary, the second highest number 
since the uprising began, accord- 
ing to human rights group. 

In a report, the Israel Informa- 
tion Centre for Human Rights in. 
the occupied territories said that 
20 houses were destroyed and 18 
sealed in the West Bank and 
.Gaza Strip since the beginning of 
the year. 

“This data indicate a substan- 
tial increase in the use of demoli- 
tion and sealing as punitive mea- 
sures in the territories,” the re- 
port said. 

The group, founded by liberal 
Israeli politicians and academics, 
said that only the month of June' 
1989 registered more house de- 
molitions and sealings with 42. 

According to their figures, 432 
houses have been demolished or 
sealed for “revolutionary” activi- 
ties since the Palestinian uprising 
began in December 1987. 

The latest army figure shows 
that 383 houses have been des- 
troyed or sealed as of Jan. 18. It 
said that 22 had been destroyed 
and 20 sealed since Sept. 10. 

The army defends its policy of 
house demolitions and sealings by 
saying it serves as a strong deter- 
rent against future unrest, but it 
has bran criticised by the United 
Stales and human rights groups in 
Israel and abroad as collective 
punishment. 

A study released Dec. 20 by 
tihe Tel Aviv University’s Jaffee 


Centre for Strategic Studies dis- 
puted army claims that house 
demolitions reduced violence. It 
found that in many cases such 
measures inflamed the situation. 

Meanwhile Sunday, police de- 
tained 1 three Jewish activists of 
the right-wing Kach party after 
they protested in front of the 
Arab Jerusalem home of Faisal 
A1 Hussein i, ‘ a Palestinian 
activist. 


“They went too far this time,” 
said Uzi Sandori, a police spokes- 
man. “We believed they planned 
to cause problems and disrupt the 
public order." 

Sandori said the activists were 
brought before a court to be 
remanded in custody, but the 
fudge released them on condition 
they do not approach within 100 
metres of Hussein’s bouse and 
refrain from hamsyng him in any 
way. 


One of the activist, Noam 
Fedennan, had spat in Hnsseini’s 
face as the Palestinian activist was 
led to a weekend detention on 
Jan. 19. Fedennan later turned 
himself in to police, but was 
released because no charges were 
made against him. 


The body of a missing Israeli 
Druze soldier was found near his 
village Sunday, and military 
sources said it appeared he shot 
himself because of an unhappy 
love affair 

They said his rifle was near his 
body and he left a handwritten 
letter in Arabic. The soldier had 
been musing four days. 


Members of an Israefl rights group visit the demofisfeed name 

of AM Masri in the Bahts refugee camp. Reports say that Masri’s 
home was inadvertently etano te hed when the IsraeB army blew ap au 
adjacent Pales tinian honse. 


Arab League Council to discuss Eritrea 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
The Eritrean rebellion wili be 
discussed by Arab League foreign 
ministers for the first time ever 
during their regular session in 
Tunisia next March, according to 
Eritrean representatives. 

The Eritreans, whose 28-year- 
old guerrilla war is aimed at 
secession from Ethiopia, have 
long sought observer status at the 
22-member league. 

Osman Dandan, representative 
of tiie Eritrean Liberation Front- 
Unified Organisation (ELF-UO) 
in Saudi Arabia, told the Associ- 
ated Press the Eritrean problem 
had been listed on the agenda of 
the next session of the Arab 
League’s Council, which holds 
regular meetings in March and 
September at the level of foreign " 
. ministers. 

He said the move came as a 


result of a meeting recently held 
at league headquarters in Tonis 
between Secretary-General 
Chadli Klih j and ELF-UO Chair- 
man Omar Sayed Mohammad A1 
Borj. 

“The move cranes against a 
backdrop of Israeli infiltration in 
Africa in light of restoration of 
diplomatic ties between Israel 
and Ethiopia,” he said. 

Durin g Ins visit to Tunisia, 
Borj met with a number of offi- 
cials including the foreign minis- 
ter. He later visited Libya. 

Dandan and Borj will soon fly 
to North Yemen for talks with 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
who is mediating to bring die 
Eritreans and Ethiopians to the 
negotiating table. He expected 
the talks to be held in the near 
future but denied the date of Feb. 
1, had already been fixed, as 


earlier reported. 

He said that the North Yemeni 
leader had been “assured of 
Ethiopia’s desire to meet with the 
Eritreans” and was therefore 
continuing his mediation bid. 

Dandan however made it dear 
that the Eritreans were adamant 
that the United Nations attend 
any peace talks between the two 
sides. 1 

The ELF-UO, which groups 
four guerrilla factions excluding 
the military-strong Eritrean Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Runt, held pre- 
liminary fe»nrs with an Ethiopian 
government delegation in the 
Sudanese capital of Khartoum 
last March. 

The talks broke down because 
Ethiopia opposed the Eritrean 
demand that either die United 
Nations, Ihe Arab League or the 
Organisation of African Unity be 
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AUB says campus dispute settled 


NICOSIA (AP) -- Officials of 
tiie problem-plagued American 
University of Beirut (AUB) 
Monday ended a three-day meet- 
ing that they said had resolved 
tension between the main campus 
in west Beirut and a branch in the 
city’s eastern sector. 

Students at the Off Campus 
Programme, as the branch in east 
Beirut is known, have refused to 
attend classes for two weeks, 
alleging the AUB administration 
in west Beirut was discrimmating 
a gainst them. 

AUB President Frederic P. 
Hester flew from New York to 
the port city of Lama c a on the 
south coast of Cyprus to attend 
the meetings. 

He denied reports that the east 
Beirut branch wanted to become 
an autonomous university, saying 
it had “operational problems.” 

“Autonomy was not on their 
minds,” he said in a telephone 
interview with the Associated 
Press from Lamaca, where he 
met with administrators and 
faculty from both campuses. 

The tension between tiie AUB 
faculties marked a new problem 
for the U.S.-affiliated university 
that has suffered heavily in Leba- 
non's 14-year-old aril war. 

Several Western faculty mem- 
bers have been kidnapped by 
•extremists. Three have been 


killed. 

Two are still captive, acting 
Dean of Agriculture Thomas 
Sutherland, a Scottish-born U.S. 
citizen, and Brian Keenan, an 
English language professor who 
holds dual Irish and British 
nationality. 

Herter said it was “good news” 
that Sutherland, kidnapped in 
Beirut June 9, 1985, had been 


a London newspaper. 

The Sunday Correspondent 
said pro-Iranian sources in Beirut 
confirmed that Sutherland was 
being held with Briton John 
McCarthy, a television journalist 
■kidnapped in Beirut April 17, 
1986. 

Herter conceded that the east 
Beirut branch had “inadequate 
representation of... interests on 
tiie main campus.” 

He said that it would “take a 
lot of good will on both sides” to 
resolve the problems between the 
faculties, “with people on both 
sides willing to go back and 
forth” between the two sectors of 
Beirut. 

The extenson was set up in 
1977 as it became more hazar- 
dous to cross the green line that 
divides the dty into sectarian 
zones. 

The university hopes to get 
more faculty on the east to cross 


the green line to work on commit- 
tees because with only one senior 
coordinator who travels to the 
east regularly, there have been 
constant “communications prob- 
lems,” Herter noted. 

He said faculty at tiie east 
Beirut branch want more stu- 
dents admitted, charging that the 
administrators in west Beirut who 
review the applications have dis- 
criminated against Christians 
seeking to enroll in east Beirut. 

“There have been no nregular- 
ities or prejudicial activities in the 
admissions on the part of the 
main campus,” Herter said. 

Enrollment at the branches, 
which offers courses in the arts 
and sciences as well as engineer- 
ing, dropped this year from 
slightly over 1,000 to just under 
900. 

All the students at the branch 
are Christian, as are about one- 
fifth of the 5,100 students at the 

mam CflOlpUS* 

Herter said the university was 
not willing to lower its criteria for 
selecting students for the branch. 

“We want unif or m standards 
on both sides,” said Herter, who 
has not been to Beirut since 1985 
when extremists began kidnap- 
pings Westerners. 

He said the university had pro- 
cessed a record number of ap- 
plications this fan. About one 


applicant in 10 or 11 is being 
accepted, he said. 

Herter also said die university 
had raised about three-quarters 
of the $1 million it was seeking to 
repair damage caused by shellfire 
during six months of civil war 
fi ghting last year. 

The fighting forced the west 
Beirut campus to • close. It 
reopened in October. 


Israelis pound village 


Israeli artillery Monday pound- 
ed a village in South Lebanon 
after a series of guerrilla attacks 
on Israeli troops in, the area. 


Security sources said the village 
of Braa&heet, 110 kilometres 
south of Beirut, came under 
heavy Che but there were no re- 
ports of casualties. 


The village bes on the edge of 
Israel’s self-declared “security 
zone” and is controlled by the 
Syrian-backed Amal militia _ 

The security sources said an 
Israeli officer and three soldiers 
were wounded Saturday when a 
landmine exploded under their 
vehicle inside the buffer strip. 

An Israeli colonel was killed in 
the strip last week by a Falesti- 
man ^ioup. 
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Press campaigns against 
Soviet influx to Israel 


KUWAIT (AP) -r-Tlie Al Watan 
Daily Monday called a Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev to stop 
Soviet Jews emigrating to Israel 
and Yasser Arafat was quoted as 
urging the Arabs to press ure Euro- 
pean and world bodies to oppose 
any Soviet move to ease restric- 
tions. 

Another Kuwaiti newspaper, 
Al Qabas, said moves by Moscow 
that could allow large n u m be rs of 
Soviet Jews to go to Israel were 
the result of “the continuation of 
Arab inaction” to confront tiie 


present. The talks were to resume 
in June 1989 but did not 
The liberation front and repre- 
sentatives of the Ethiopian gov- 
ernment met twice under tire 
^ponsorship-offonaerU.S. Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter in Atlanta, 
Georgia and Nairobi, Kenya, but 
no breakthrough was reached. 


Al Qabas said that current 
moves fur an Arab-faraeti. peace 
settlement were futile and said 
confro n tation with Israel was the 
only solution to tihe long-running 
conflict. 

- “We stftl hold the strong card,” 
the daily said. “One hundred 
thousands Jewish immigrants will 
not an effective force against .the 
Arab human strength, pro- 
vided... the Arabs dose ranks... 
and show they are capable of 
retaini ng a How. 

“Secondly, we must stop im- 
agining peace wifi restore Pales- 
tine,” Al Qabas said. “We should 
return to tiie principle of pan- 
Arab battle which we have relin- 
quished, leaving the burden of 
me direct confrontation to the 
Palestinians. ” 

Al Watan’s appeal was con- 
tained in an open front-page let- 
ter by the newspaper addressed 
to Gorbachev. The daily asked 
every Arab to flood Soviet 
embassies with copies to oppose 
any move to allow unrestricted 
Jewish emigration to Israel. 

Saudi Arabia’s Al Yawm daily 
quoted Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine liberation Orgamsa-- 
tion (FLO), as describing tiie 
feared flood of Soviet Jews to 
Israel as “a catastrophe b efalling 
the Arab World.” 

Al Watan’s letter followed an 
appeal by the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment to tiie United Nations to 
take action. 

It is part of an Arab 

mafia campaign against the pros- 
pect of hundreds of thousands of 
Soviet Jews being allowed to set- 
tle in Israel. 

Israel is reportedly planning to 
relocate the Soviet Jews in the 


occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip to bolster the Israeli pre- 
sence there, creating a major 
obstacle to current peace moves. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said Jan. 14 that the 
Jewish state must retain the occu- 
pied lands to provide space for an 
expected surge of Soviet Jews 
triggered by more .liberal Soviet 
emigration policies and US. res- 
trictions on immigration. 

The Soviets, who appear to be 
moving towards restoring rela- 
tions with farad that were se- 
vered in 19fi7, still maintain res- 
trictions on the number of Jews 
who can emigrate to farad, but 
these have been eased since Gor- 
bachev came to power. 

Some 12,000 Soviet Jews went 
to Israel last year and Israeli 
officials expect 300,000-500,000 
more to arrive over the next three 


when it decided to take tins deo-. 
son which injures us, has placed 
the interest of its country before 
anything dse. 

“What encouraged it to do so 
was the assurance it developed 
during its friendship with us that 
our dedmveness is absent because- 
our unified stand is absent,” the 


Foreigners 
airlifted 
from Juba 
during 

ceasefire 


years. 

Al Watan’s letter to Gorbachev 
said: “The flood of- Jews from 
your country to ours means that 
jpou assist farad to continue its 
pattern of expansion and aggress 
tion, play. with the region’s his- 
tory and geography, threaten 
world peace and security and 
prepare for more ferocious future 
wars." 

AL-Watan said the letter was 
addressed to Gorbachev because 
he was “leader of one of the two 
superpowers” and because of 
Soviet support for liberation 
movements and tiie Palestinians’ 
right to sdf-deteanfoation. 

“We strongly appeal to yon to 


«• 

Israeli officials accused the 
Soviet Union Sunday of hinder- 
ing Jewish emigration by failing to 
allow directs between tire two 
countries. . 

The flood of Soviet Jews arriv- 
ing in farad has reached 5,000 a 
month, but senior foreign nrirns- 
try officials said a Soviet ban on 
Israeli flights to Moscow would 
farce some Jews to delay their 
departures for up to a year. 

“It’s quite dear that it fs poli- 
cy,” said one ministry official. 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Witii 
guarantees from both sides in y 
Sudan's dvfl war, two Hotted 
Nations a irc r a ft flew to the rebel- 
besieged southern capital Juba 
.'Monday to evacuate expatriate 
xdief workers. 

It was unclear how many fore- 


take an historical position by pre- 
venting tiie forthcoming catas- 
trophe— being intensively pre- 
pared in Washington and occu- 
pied Jerusalem by halting the 
project of Soviet Jewish emigra- 
tion to Palestine,” the letter read. 

Despite tiie media campaign, 
Kuwait and other Arab states 
have stopped short of directly 
criticuuig tiie, Soviet Union. - 

Al Qabas said: “Are we enti- 
tled to blame die Soviet Union 
for its drifting from a state of 
principles fo a state of interests 
and do we have tiie right to 
criticise the recklessness of tiie 
Soviet Union, which sells arms to 
the Arabs and send fighters to tiie 
Zionist entity?” 

- “Undoubtedly, tiie Kremlin, 


cy,” said one ministry official. 

“They are delaying tbe ratifica- 
tion of an agreement between the 
awtiwat for flights between Israel 
and tbe Soviet Union which in 
practice delays for a year the 
emigration of . people who have 
already received a permit." 

An Israeli nimspaper reported 
that farad would ate the dday.in 
opposing the raped of U.S. leg- 
islation denying tiie Soviet Union 
jnost-favourad-nation trade sta- 
tus became of its .restrictions on 
emigration. 

President George Bush has 
• supported cancelling the 1974 
amendment once thc-Soviet par- 
liament legislates free- emigra- 
tion. 

The. officials declined to com- 
ment directly an the newspaper 
report, but said the restrictions on 
air traffic meant the Soviet Union 
had not completely ended its 
framed pofides. 

The Israeli airline El Al and 
the Soviet carrier Aeroflot signed 
an agreement in December to 
begin Moscow-Tel Aviv fights 
bat it has not been approved by. 
tiie Soviet gover n ment. 

The issue of directrfiigbtsjias 
taken on unexpected imp ort an ce 
.with the. flood of Soviet Emig- 
rants, who now reach farad 
through third countries. .. 


3 childrenwounded in 
persistent Beirut sniping 


BEIRUT (AP) — Three chil- 
dren were wounded Monday 
when tiie car carrying them to 
school was hft by sniper fire as 
rival forces dashed across 
Beirut’s dividing green line, 
police reported. 

They said the children, two 
brothers, aged three and 10, 
-and a four-year-old boy, woe 
shot in. the suburb of Rweiss in 
south Beirut. 

Mohammad Hojr, 10, his 
brother Mahmoud, and 
Mahmoud Karaaouni wen;' hit 
in the neck or head as their bus 
passed the area next to the 
green line battle zone. 

The children, their school 
uniforms bloodstained, were 
driven to Al Sahel hospital in 


their school bus but hospital 
sources said their condition 
was not critical. 

The fighting erupted Sun- 
day. The thud of exploding 
shells echoed across the capital 
as army units and Syrian-back- 
ed militiamen battled with 
tanks and artillery. - 
The clashes along the five- 
kflometra demarcation fine 
that splits Beirut died oat 
Monday morning. 

Monday’s victims raised the 
casualty toll from green line 
fighting tins year to four killed 
and 15 wounded. 

The hostilities violated a 
Sept. 22 ceasefire brokered by 
the Arab League that halted 
six months of murderous artil- 


lery battles between troops 
commanded by maverick 
Christian leader Michel Aoun 
and the Syrian army.. 

More than 900 people were. 
IdQed and nearly 3,000 wound- 
ed in that period. 


Trace in Sooth 


In South Lebanon, police 
said Monday that 1 a ceasefire 
was bolding between rival 
Shiite Muslim factions who 
have been fighting for the last 
mpath. 

The truce between the Sy- 
rian-backed Amal wiiKtfa and 
foe pro-Iranian HizboHah was 


called Sunday by Algerian 
mediator Mofrannnad Taher. 


city, which has been shelled twice 
in the last 10 days and has be- ^ 
come the focus of an increasingly ^ 
turbulent war. 

A broadcast by the rebel Sudan * 1 ? 
Peopel’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) promised its guns would 
remain silent Monday "from f 
a.m. to 6 p.m. (0400-1600GMTV 
to facilitate tbe evacuation. jq 

Estimates of the number of 
foreign relief workers and mis- 
szonaries in Juba range from 80 to ^ 
120. A British emmssy official frs 
said he understood around 30j gi : 
more than a dozen^ of .them Brij gg t 
tons, opted to be aK&fied out. A ^js 
spokeswoman : for : the U.S: 
embassy potthe mxmberat abpui 
20, including four Amencans. ; 

_ U.N. spokeswoman Pat Banks 
said ^tbose two -embassies had 
requested that the United Naj <Af 
: tioususc its Canadian-built Twin W* 
Otter aircraft in the evacuation^ ^ 

The participating planes re 
portedly flew from Khartoum aiui ^ 
from Lokichokio, just across till ^ 
border in Kenya. ’ I 

Both planes were to have re a? 5 * 5 - 
turned Monday afternoon ti a ^ 
Khartoum, Sudan’s nations) ffrn 
capital, with tiie evacuees bfl cS* 
there was a last-minute change d c& : 
(dan. ■"■f j isx 

Rawing explained that after till sc£ : ■ 
two UJN. planes arrived in' Jubs ftriq 
it was discovered that all but foii fcsn 
of the expatriates wishing to leay ss* 
already had departed for Nairobi is. 
Kenya's capital, earlier m th M 
day. They left aboard a sped* 
ptane of foe Lutheran World Fed 
nation, which has been operatm ^ ^ 
a smaflrefief airfift from Kenya t 

' BEK 

- As a. result,' Banks said, th ^ 
UN. planed that came fron 
Lokichokia, Kenya, left Jubi ill 
r«ppty. Theofoe^U.N. Otter w 
foretum to ’Khartoum with til — 
four expatriates vrim. opted t 
come to the Sudanese capital ©AT 

The evacuation was organic „ Stadav 
by the British, U.& arid otfie 
embassies at the request of tbri 
nationals after the rebel sheflmj ib.^ 
attackson Juba, the fittest Friday 1^] 
Morethan 20 dvifiansifiedinth 1^. 
attacks. 

Banks said tire Britisfr embass; 
had arranged a larger plane dim 
.tiie 50-passenger Otters to fly it 
from Cairo, Egypt, but asked fa 
tiie U.N. planes when it becamt 
evident that only about 14 Brithf 
citizens wanted to leave Juba. 

' Sudan’s- mifitaxy government 
which has banned relief flights tc 
the south since Nov. 3 ostensflrfj 
because . of intensified fighting , 
approved Monday’s evacuation. 
Informed sources said Omar Has* 
san Al Bashir’s regime accepted a 
rebel condition for -foe ceasefire 
that no military flights land in 
Juba daring the 12 hours. 


in 


Arab Americans mobilise in support of Dole proposal 


WASHINGTON — Tbe Amer- 
ican-Arab Anti-Discrimination' 
(ADC) mobilised its entire 
national membership Jan. 19 to 
actively support Senator Dole's 
recent proposal for a five per cent 
cut in. foreign aid allocations to 
the five leading recipients of U.S. 

' assistance — Egypt, Israel, Pakis- 
tan, the Philippines and Turkey 
— as a means of freeing up badly 
-needed funds for tiie emerging 
democracies of Eastern Europe 
and Panama. 

In an action alert sent to 23,000 


members, ADC urged that letters 
of support for what has become a 
highly controversial call far a 
reassessment of priorities with 
respect to the foreign aid prog- 
ramme be sent to the House of 
Representatives and Senate fore- 
ign relations subcommittee chair- 
men Patrick; Leahy and David 
Obey. Arab- Americans were also 
urged to contact members of the 
two subcommittees and to mail 
enclosed postcards to their con- 
gressional re p re sen t ati ves. 

Stressing that American fbre- 


either on foe promotion of U.S. 
strategic and political interests or 
on the proposition that such aid 
furthers our support for democra- 
cy in other parts of tbe globe, 
ADC President Abdden Jahara 
described Dole’s proposal as “a 
courageous act,” He added that 
“Sen. Dole has correctly stated 
that the time has crane to pubtidy 
ask whether our foreign policy 
interests at this juncture requires 
some re-allocation of aid to sup- 
port emerging democracies in an 


area of the world vital to U.S. 
interest” ! 


Noting that Sen. DofafeJm. lfj 
New York Times* article in which 
he first put forth hb provocative 
proposal dearly alluded to the 
power, of the pcp-farael lobby’s 
successful effort to make aid to 
Israel .tiie centre piece of out 
foreign aid pro gram me. labors 
called for the be ginning of “a 
long overdue, serious and sub* 
staotive national debate on die. 
issue of foreign aid priorities. ” 
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World Bank probes 



AMMAN — A 
team from woda Bank met Dr. 
Mohammad Sqoux, teuuuajh 

ge neral trf tfa c Mnmay o f Sori a! 
Development, Monday to t ftous : 
the Gtfab&toeot i maiy * 

fond tor dw rtapBMB t and ea> 
ptoymcaL The mtatay pfiaa to 

establish to fond to bap create 

new job’ opportunities «d 'to 
fight tmcanpioynietft through pto» 


vitfing loan to the jobless to sort 
. mcoinc-gcncntiog projects. The 
krara are aimed « to km fo rtun- 
ate toffies and needy 
i cco rt gM to 
ThcWerfd Bask teen and 
Sqotrr reviewed p M^ra mm es is 
lorries fior helping the poor and 
Uitnwl in c o m e groups. 

uucwmq mo cowreo coo- 
aritotiems onto racial copdrtiora 


of taffies in the raral areas 


Jordan-Egypt firm to 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hie baaed of 
directora of the joint Egyptian- 
Jo riaMB holding gwnpwy wfll 
meet in early Fe br ua r y to oxide 
on a feadbifiry study tear netting 
up a project in southern Jordan to 
produce agrictdtnral seeds. 

A s tatement issued bene Mon- 
day said the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture had already granted the 
bolding comp an y a Tease to do* 
vdop tfiQO dunums of land is the 
Diti regfoa to produce die seeds' 
req uir ed by Egypt end Juntas. 

The company has already con- 
ducted studies on the project, 
which tt.txpected to produce 
seeds as well as field crops and 
potatoes on a largo scale. The 


project is expected to cost $3.1 
griltioo, acoonfing to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Petra said the board would 
decide next month on details of 
the project, which entafis the 
witting up of a re sear c h station. 

The Jiotfqg comp an y was set 
up in 1988 to set up a fodder- 
produetkn jwoject, a lean-meat 
pr o j ect, a fisheries company and 
a seed-production plant. 

The hokfing comp an y, which 
has an overall capital of $50 
naffion shared equally between 
the two countries, win carry out 
other projects in Jordan and 
Egypt- 


computer facilities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Within the 
fr ame work of plans to promote 
activities of Princes Symayi Cfcl- 
lege for lnfortnatks, tbeRSS has 
expanded the college 
and laboratories, and brought 
new equipment faefarfmg 
computers mid printers. Fmtb- 
ennore, a number of employees, 
from the Ministry of Health have 
enrolled- in compoter c oo r se s at 
the college so as to fuzriKarise 
themselves with computer admi- 
and-srienffee apptk 


in BASIC, advanced p rogr am - 
nring in COBOL, pcoer 
in PASCAL advanced systems 

jm a l y fo techniques, wwmgg nw i t 

in fnnmufimt systems, c o m puter s 
and financial systems, acco un ting 


micro- Mint h iirfpflnj , fhta ta y nnw . 


maUati ve 
dons. 

The RSS Information and 
Computer. Software Centre will 
hold intensive training courses at 
the college throughout 1990. 
These courses include introduc- 
tion to computers and their ap- 
plications, mkaocamputea and 
their applications, programming 


KhmAw and wi famumnn p ^ |f| »f 1 

operations' research in projects 
mo nitorin g and evahtarioa, com- 
puter-aided design and computer 
methods of structural 
sod design. 

These courses are designed to 

of enqdojvraataB tevebhUocS 
institution inchicfing fix»e work- 
ing in field of computer and 
computer applications so as to 
anprove performance and prom- 
ote production cqabShin. 


fMTiONiM.llEW5qia»’ . 


SENATE MEET& Thc -tipper Home of P arliam en t (Senate) 
Monday held a meeting under the chairmanship of Speaker Almad 
A1 Lawzi and discussed a temporary Jaw to cancel the occupied 
Arab tenitmaes again law, a te mporar y law amendment related to 
die Agricultural Marketing Organisation, an amendment to the 
Armed Fasces Law, a cancellation of the Amman Development 
Department and an amendment to die PuMie Administration Law. 

ANIMAL PROTECTION: Minister of Agriculture Snlriman 
Arabiyat Monday met with the Society foe Protection of Animals in 
North Africa (SPANA) president and executive director. Discus- 
sions dealt with SPANA plans and f uture activities m Jordan. 
Present was AgricataroMaristiy Secretary General Sana Sanaa’ 
(Petra), ■ 

ARAB POLICE INFORMATION: 

men riat kms the Int e r na tional Government 
formation PoHdes in die Arab World wiH meet Satinday at the 
General Secretariat of the Arab Taught Forum in Amman. The 
two-day meetings will discuss two wodemg papas on the needs for 
information statistics in the Arab region as weQ as the needs for 
informat ion training. The meetings are hdd fay die Arab Thought 
Fourm and the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific 
Organisation (Petra). 

PRODUCE IMPORTS: The Agricultural Marketing Corpora- 
tion has issued a plan with regard to impost and export of fresh 
fruits and vegetables in February. The pirn provides for export of 
all kinds of fntta and vegetables as weH as the impart 
dates, gnific, onioit, and green thyme. The phn permits the Ji 
Company forMarkatmg and hfaniifaefunft nf Apiato ri J>mAnrt* 
to import apples(Petra). 

IRB1D GUIDEBOOK: The Mxxmcipalfy of Irbid has decided to 
prepare a gnddxxd: that provides infonnathm on roads and 
vanoos faeffihies in tberegjoa to toanst* and local residents. "The 
book v3i be toed in two months (Petra). 

KUWAITIS ^ VISIT COLLEGE; A Kuwaiti educational delega- 
tion, ennendy on a visit to Jordan, Monday visited the Teachers’ 
TCaining CoQege in Amman and was briefed oo its activities (Petra) 

AGO- MEETING; Jordan hpaitwjpatrng in the nmtfa general 
conference <rf the Arab CSties Organisation which opened Monday 
in Manikcah, Morocco, under die patronag e of King Hassan IL 
Dutemg the five-day conference, attended by representatives of 300 
Arab cities, a new secretary ACO general will be elected. 
Discussions will deal wfeh the organisation’s activities and future 
plans (Petra). 

CLEAN4JP CAMPAIGN: The Public Safety Committee in 
South Shotara district hdd a meeting Monday and ifiicussedfdans 
to participate in tbc cleaning campaign due to begin Thursday in 
thes area «««end»wg frtm Ncuth Sbouna to dm Drad Sea (^etra). 




WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbc fbQowing tistiagS Bic compiled bom monthly baUetms and 
the dady Amine press. 'Readets are advised to verify ibe Bstcd 
time m place with the concerned institutions. 
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Jordanian writers honoured 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foot Jorda- 
mtm writers, who won the 1989 
Noor Al Hosscta Award for chil- 
dren’s literature, were honoured 
here Monday at a ceremony held 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Now at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (R CO in 
Amman. The winners included 
Mohammad Al Taher, who won 
for bb poetry, Sura Sa*bul Aish 
for fiterature, Nadia Abo Taha 
for theatre script, and Munfta 
Adel Sbrrih for tort story and 
drama. 

Queen Noor presented the 
winners with a certificate of ex- 
cellence and a cheque for JD 
1,000 each. 

The Noor Al Hussein Award 
for children’s literature was 
established in 1988 as an incen- 
tive to Jordanian writers to pro 
dnee high-quality literature for 
ch i ldren, and to serve as a vehicle 
for creative c o mpetition in the 
field with a view to malting Jor- 
dan a pioneer in tins field. 

The establishment of the award 
was the mam reco m mendation 
adopted by a sy m p osium cm cfcfl- 
dren’i literature which the 
National Association for the 
Education of Children organised 
in March 1988. A total of 58 
writera competed for the 1989 
aw ar d in five categories of chil- 
dren’s literature; 

— The short story and novel; 23 
works 

— Poetry and lyrics: II works 

— Theatre scripts: nine works 

— Scientific rite ratine: eight 

wo r t s - 

— FoJkkmc fiteratnre: one work 
The award for foDdoric titerature 
was waived this year because die 



Her MAfesty Queen Noor Monday presents certificates mod awards to 
whiners of a competition in torture Car childr en (Petra photo) 


presented work was not consi- 
dered to be up to the standard 


. panel to judge the works was 
selected from Jordan and other 
countries and the panel inrinded 
university professors, critics, and 
men and women of Vetters from 
Jordan. The winning works 
would be published by the Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation (NHF), 
according to a statement 


Minister of Culture Khaled Al 
Karalri, who addressed the cere- 
mony, announced that the Minis- 
try of Culture was seriously think- 
ing Of ifOahKshing a publishing 
bouse to publish children’s books 
and magazines to be sold at com- 
petitive prices. He said that the 
mimfrry would support all Jorda- 
nian libraries visited by children 
and bold exhibition of children 
books. 


Clowns 
in town 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
French Cultural Centre will 
present a show entitled 
^Oowns” at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre Thursday Feb. 1. 

. This group includes many 

rtimgn if thf fffMI T tiwwt* Q nw 

dians. Mimes, Acrobats, Jug- 
glers and Gymnasts. Nonnand 
Fauteux, Maro/ Prouhc juod . 

y&cM ft^ pdbJ 1o :? 

spectators, offering a mtanra 
of csnoikms and mockery, all 


er Mario Gonza 

Holding only to the basics: 
A stage, c urtains , make-up, 
costumes and three red noses, 
tins is wh8t it takes them to do 
what they sincerely try to do: 
Make people laugh; After all, 
to act is to make the down! 

The wide success they got in 
France, specially at the 1989 
Avignon Festival, led these 
“Clowns** to undertake an in- 
ternational round taking them 
from Europe to the Middle 
East and to the Maghreb coun- 
tries. 

It doesn’t need any know- 
ledge of tine French langnage 
to understand- the tow since it 
is greatly visual. 



Jewish influx to Israel 
should not be at Arab 

Soviet official 


By SnfecsQ Al Muni (Petra) 

with agency tfispatches 

AMMAN — Soviet Jewish 
emigration to brad should not be 
at toe expense of toe Arabs and 
Moscow's move to relax its 
emigration policies harbour no ill 
intentions, a senior Soviet official 
said here Monday. 

Dr. Satan Khajiev, director- 
general of toe Grosny research 
centre for oil and mineral re- 
sources m the Chechen-Zngush 
region of the Soviet Union, said: 
“What is important now is to find 
means that the emigration pro- 
cess does not harm others.*’ 

, He said die increased number 
of Soviet citizens emigrating to 
other countries was in line with 
tiie implementation of the Kber- 
ahsatioa policies of Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. “The Soviet 
policy of perestroika and glasnot,. 
which mean a democratic pro-' 
cess, has given increased free- 
doms for Soviet citizens and 
allowed any group to leave the 
Soviet Union if it wishes so," 
Khajiev told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, in an interview. 

“We do not have any intention 
to inflict any harm on others,” he 
said. “We are currently in the 
first phase of the new Soviet 
inarch as represented in democra- 
cy and increased personal free 1 - 



doms and we do not have any 
intention to cause negative effects 
that could harm our Arab friemk 
in general and the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan in particu- 
lar,” he added. 

the 
and 

impressions f got during my visit 
to the Kingdom, to senior Soviet 
officials so as to make sunre that 
no harm will be inflicted on Jor- 
dan, the Palestinian people and 
the Arab nation,” be said. 

Khajiev said the recent up- 
heavals and dramatic changes in 
Eastern Europe were “designed 
to improve tiie living conditions 
of the people, to grant them 
freedoms and to let their voice be 
heard.” 

Asked whether these changes 
would have any effect on rela- 
tions between the Arab World 
and Eastern Europe, he said: 
“Everyone is aware of Arab 
rights and the changes now taking 
place (in Eastern Europe) will 
lead to consolidation and expan- 
sion of the basis of cooperation 
and mutual respect, not only be- 
tween governments but also be- 
tween toe peoples." 

The Soviet Union's relations 
with many Arab countries are 
military as well as political, he 
said. “Priority is now given in our 
country to economic develop- 


ment and as we attain economic 
progress and necessary capabili- 
ties, we will open the doors for 
economic cooperation.” 

'Moscow voices concern 

In Moscow, The Soviet govern- 
ment Monday accused Israel of 
hindering Middle East peace 
efforts by p lanning to use emig- 
rating Soviet Jews to force 
Palestinians out of the occupied 
territories. 

Soviet Spokesman Vadim Per- 
filyev told a news conference that 
Hist Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yuli Vorontsov made the denun- 
ciation at a meeting with Arye 
Levin, Israel’s chief representa- 
tive in Moscow. 

“We oppose any use of citizens 
leaving the Soviet Union, at great 
risk to them, to push Palestinians 
off land belonging to them,” Per- 
filyev quoted Vorontsov as 
saying. 

Pcrfilycv said Vorontsov sing- 
led out Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak S hamir for his comment 
that a “big Israel" was needed to 
accommodate increasing num- 
bers of Soviet Jews going to toe 
country. 

“The Israeli leadership must 
answer for the dangerous con- 
sequences of any such action.” 


Course 
on barley 
improvement 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Interna- 
tional Centre for Agricultural Re- 
search in file Dry Areas (ICAR- 
DA) is conducting a training 
course at its ' regional office in 
Amman about “techniques and 
methodology in barley improve- 
ment” for personnel from Jor- 
dan, Syria, Iraq, Egypt and 
Qatar. 

The course will be conducted 
between Feb. 3-8, 1990. Special- 
ists from ICARDA and from 
Jordan wiD instruct the course. 

The training course is part of 
the Mashreq Project activity. The 
Mashreq Project is sponsofed by 
the United Nations Development 
Project (UNDP) and Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social De- 
velopment and is being im- 
plemented in Jordan, Syria and 
Iraq. ICARDA provides technic- 
al ««i«nm nft anti technical back- 
stopping for the project activities. 

The project aims at helping 
increase barley, pasture, and 
sheep production in the critical 
rainfall zones of the three coun- 
tries. Through the project, train- 
ing mil be provided to techm- 
rians working in the field to 
upgrade their knowledge and to 
better qnaljfy their abilities and 
skflh in the crop and animal 
production and in transferring 
available technology to farmers 
and toep owners. The training 
course will be officially opened by 
the secretary general of the 
bfinutry of Agricnitnral, Dr. 
Sami Al Sunna. 


Ikhwan emerge from fenced gardens 


i) 


JParHamcnt have urged toe gov- 
ern me nt not to wait for empkry- 
meut opportunities to come up 
in order to reemploy those who 
were dismissed mid instead pre- 
pare a special appointment list 
to ensure their r eaumaKBL 
As pan of to liberalisation 
process, the government re- 
voked bans on suspected poli- 
tical activists from wrakang for 
government ami public depart- 
ments. A government memor- 
andum issued last week said 
that priority should be given to 
those who were either dismis- 
sed or rejected for political 
reasons. In the meantime, 
Ikhwan officials said that to 
movement did not intend to 
make a separate plea for their 
members’ reinstatement 
Although to various politic- 
al trends aiyt Paitiameiit mem- 
bers strictly oppose dismissal 
from government jobs for poli- 
tical reasons, to Ikhwan have 
been criticised “for trying to 
monopolise the Ministry of 
Education.” The. charge was 

denied fay to spokesman of to 
Islamist bloc in Paritanent, Dr. 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat. “I chal- 


lenge anybody to prove that the 
Ikhwan- used favoratism in job 
itments. Anyway, where 
: influence that we alleged- 
ly have in the Education hforis- 
try?” Arabiyat asked. Deputy 
Arabiyat was removed himself 
from his post as undersecretary 
of to Ministry of Education in 
1985 said allegedly because he 
is an Ikhwan member. 

hi comparison with members 
of the other groups, including 
the leftists, pan-Arabist and the 
more radical Islamic Liberation 
Party (Tahrir), the Ikhwan en- 
joyed a relatively “priviliged" 
status. For unlike to lead- 
erships of the other trends, 
most of whom spent long years 
in prison for political reasons, 
the leadership of the Ikhwan 
was almost untouched. 

In to last few years, howev- 
er, some prominent and out- 
spoken Ikhwan members were 
apprehended and imprisoned 
mostly for short periods. Abu 
Gfaaneimah himself was 
apprehended for 48 horns last 
year after making a speech in 
Irbid on to intifada, while 
Sheikh Abu Zaut was jailed 
three times between 1985 and 
1989 and Irbid Deputy Ahmad 
Kofahi was held for a short 


period during the anti-govern- 
ment riots last ApriL 

There were no Brotherhood 
members among the 65 political 
activists who were kept for four 
months in the southern Swaqa 
Prison. All of to detainees 
were exclusively leftists. 

According to A bn 
Ghaneimah, to state's security 
organs used to impound pass- 
ports of Brotherhood activists, 
but the conceded that no 
Ikhwan activists were ever held, 
for lengthy periods of imprison- 
ment. 

“We were very active but 
within reasonable limits,” he 
explained. 

Plans to aDow to formation 
of political parties in Jordan, 
according to a national charter 
tbaf has not been formulated 
yet, are expected to end the 
exclusive status of the Brother- 
hood. 

Despite their long-standing 
and ideological hostility to- 
wards the left. Brotherhood 
officials said they supported the 
formation of all kind of political 
parties in the country. 

. During the last November’s 
parliamentary campaigns, and 
s om e ti mes in recent Parliament 
debates, to Ikhwan appear to 


be still determined to pursue 
their role hi countering to left 
and particularly the Commun- 
dsts. Brotherhood members do 
not deny tot they were in- 
strumental in preventing leftist 
candidates from winning in 
some areas in country try sup- 
porting alternative candidates, 
including those running for 
Christian seats. 

An Tslamisf deputy associ- 
ated closely wife the Muslim 
Brotherhood recently urged the 
Communists in Jordan to abon- 
don their political thoughts “af- 
ter the defeat of Maoism in to 
countries where it was 


adopted.’ 
The “ 


le “ideological” friction 
gave way to fears that the 
Ikhwan would show intolerance 
towards pluralism and co-exist- 
ence with other trends in a free 
atmosphere. 

But deputies Arabiyat and 
Atom dianissed such fears and 
said that to movement would 
not. object to pluralism. 

“It is true that our religion is 
against any a finest thought but 
we would not oppose the 
formation of and coexistence 
with other parties including to 
Communists,” Arabiyat raid. 


Jordan-Soviet debt 


1) 

volume of goods, has been 
removed, according to to 
source. Originally, to Soviet 
Union wanted to boy more 
phosphates from Jordan than 


its own needs in order to sell 
to extra quantity to a third 
country. However, Jordan 
opposed tins idea, and fold 
Moscow “that they can have as 


much cement and phosphate 
as they want hut not for resale; 
subsequently they dropped 
this demand,” to source said. 

Jordan does not export any 
goods to the Soviet Union, 
a cco r ding to Soviet officials. 
The delegation is expected to 
lode into other Jordanian pro- 
ducts besides cement and 
phosphates 


Abdul Meguid 


( Qu i ll— rd frees page 1) 

and delivered a speech. 

“This has great importance for 
to next elections,” said rabbi 
Benjamin Chen, an' aide to Baba 
Baruch. “There are about 
800,000 North Africans in IuraeL 
They will remember that Shamir, 
didn’t come to honour to mem- 
ory of Baba Sali.” 


The North Africans constitute 
a large segment of to Sephar- 
dim, or Jews from Middle East 
countries, who in recent years 
have become a majority among 
lasers 3.5 imlfion Jews. Ashkena- 
zim, or European Jews, have been 
mote s upp orti v e of the Labour 
Party. 


Soviet institute to 
help oil exploration 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
from the Soviet autonomous Re- 
public of Chechen-Ingush is cur- 
rently on a visit to Jordan to 
prepare an agreement on bilater- 
al cooperation in ail and gas 
exploration, and extraction of 
shale ml in Jordan and to recycl- 
ing of used oil products, accord- 
ing to the head of the delegation. 
Dr. Salam Khajiev. 

. Khajiev, director general of the 
Grosny research centre for oil 
and mineral resources, held talks 
Monday with Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) President Hani Al- 
Mukp and visited to Jordan Pet- 
roleum Refinery Company, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, re- 
ported. 

Khajiev was quoted hs saying 
by Petra that the proposed agree- 
ment will entail cooperation in 
standards and specifications on 


oil products, prospects for joint 
processing of oil products, recycl- 
ing of used oil and prospecting for 
ofl, natural gas and oil shale. 

The projected agreement, he 
said, will also cover exchanges of 
visits by scientists from the two sides, 
prospects for fertiliser by-pro- 
ducts and exchange of informa- 
tion and expertise in these fields. 

Hie Soviet team’s discussions 
with Mnlqi and RSS officials co- 
vered to outcome of studies on 
cooperation between RSS and 
to Grosny institute. The talks 
also covered cooperation with 
Jordanian universities in scientific 
research related to oil and related 
products- 1 

Khajiev expressed the Soviet 
Union’s readiness to expand dm 
scope of cooperation with Jordan 
in joint projects of common in- 
terest through concerned scien- 
tific institutions and universities. 


Jordan-Syria 
offers shares 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Am- 
man-based Jordan-Syria Industry 
Company, which was established 
in 1986, has opened to door for 
Arab investment and financial 
Organisations to acquire shares in 
the capital of any o f its two plants 
which produce carpet and insecti- 
cides. 

The announcement was made 
by to company on to eve of to 
current meetings here of the Joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Higher Com- 
mittee co-chaired by to prime 
ministers of to two countries. 

According to the statement, 
to’ carpet plant which is located 
in Syria, has a capacity of produc- 
ing three million square metres of 
carpet every year. 

The JD 9 million plant will 
produce only 1.5 nrifiion square 
metres this year to cover the 
needs of the two countries and 
fulfil contracts concluded with 
merchants in Jordan and Syria, it 
said. 

The statement said that the 
insecticides plant, which was 
established in Jordan with a $22 
arilHon capital, has an anm|a ^ 
production capacity of 4,000 ton- 


company 
in its plants 

nes and this can be raised to 
10,000 tonnes. 

It said that the joint company 
plans to open new markets tor its 
white cement plant' located in 
Jordan to market its production 
of 100,000 tonnes annually. 

Apart from the joint company, 
Jordan and Syria have been 
cooperating in economic, indust- 
rial and social fields. 

The higher committee, which 
holds meetings in Amman and 
Damascus on a rotation basis has, 
set up sub-committees which 
arrange for cooperation in scien- 
tific, cultural, energy, water, agri- 
cultural; industrial and transport 
fields. The statement noted that 
to Joint Jordanian-Syrian Land 
Transport Company, which was 
established with a JD 3 million 
capital, had been contributing to- 
wards promoting trade relations 
between Amman and Damascus. 

The two countries have linked 
their national grids to cooperate 
in power distribution, and Jordan 
has been supplying electric power 
to a large sector in southern 
Syria, benefitting nearly 1.5 mil- 
lion people. 


DISTINGUISHED JOB 
OPPORTUNITY 

A leading office in Amman is seeking to employ 
a female translator with the following qualifica- 
tions: 

1. University degree. 

2. Excellent command of both Arabic and En- 
glish. 

3. Typing, in both Arabic and English, using an 
IBM personal computer. Knowledge of Word- 
star Word Processing is a plus. 

4. Minimum of 3 years experience. 

Working hours are from 9:30-5:00. Salary and 
other fringe benefits, according to qualifications. 

Kindly send resume with a recent photo 
to: 

P.O. Box 7111 
. Amman, Jordan 

Applications must be received no later than 
Feb. 15, 1990. 
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It takes two 
to tango 

U WOULD be presumptuous of any party other than the 
Palestinians under occupation and their lawful representa- 
tive, the PLO, to outguess the Palestinians on the future 
course of their intifada. Still, common sense has it that any 
struggle for liberation may require some tactical changes 
and adjustments from time to time. Faisal A1 Hnssemi 
recently suggested that there could come a time when the 
mtifada may choose to amend its ways, indading its current 
tactic of stone-throwing which brought the revolt much 
glory and attention. Implied in Hnsseim’s words is the 
proposition that after more than two years it might be 
necessary to shift gears and begin the process of r ev i ewin g 
the tactics of the intifada while maintaining its strategy 
which aim* at liberation and statehood on Palestinian sofl. 

One of the principal featnres of stone-throwing is the fact 
that it is neither violent nor peaceful. There may be strong 
arguments now in favour of escalating the intifada in view of 
the fact that till this point in time the Israeli gover nm en t h as 
yet to respond to reason and accept to negotiate with the 
PLO. There are equally persuaave arguments in favour of 
maintaining a non-violent intifada for as along as necessary. 
Stone-throwing, however, is a middle course winch is 
neither this nor the other. But, be that as it may, the call for 
reappraisal and review of the tactics of the intifada is a 
sensible tiling to do as the circumstances and conditions of 
the 90s, both within the West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
outside, do in fact call for a general reconsideration of 
tactics. Hussemi’s prescription of a non-violent intifada, 
including the stopping of stone-throwing, could be a positive 
development, provided, as he himself has stated, Tel Aviv 
begins to respond favourably to Palestinian yearnings and 
aspirations. In other words, itis up to Israel to make the 
fast move in order for the Palestinians to be prepared to 
respond in kind for any confidence-huading measures to 
make peace. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


jly pami G. Khouri 


An honourable natiojial opportunity 

l yew 1989 wffl go down m the annals of Jordan as one of the and powerful demands among all sectors of society to assess how nrades- The P°pP^_ **** accusations about 
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Al Rat Arabic daily on Tuesday said that the deputies who have 
been discussing the draft budget in Parliament have displayed 
serious responsibility and manifested their keen interest to 
safeguard democracy. The paper noted that the discussions were 
characterised with objectivity and the debate achieved great 
results represented in enhancing the spirit of democratic rule and 
the desire to corroborate cooperation between the executive and 
the legislative authorities in matters that concern the Jordanian 
public. The paper however said that it had been hoped that the 
deputies would give more attention to the content, that is, the real 
challenges and dangers we are all facing now. Some deputies 
asked foe government to control spending, and this is a demand 
by every person in Jordan; but some of the deputies expected the 
government to do miracles in all towns and villages and make all 
the people happy, the paper continued. It said that the previous 
government of Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker succeeded in st o p p ing 
further aggravation of the economic situation but the coming 
stage requires tremendous efforts not only on the part of the two 
authorities but also the people of Jordan, assisted by the Arab 
countries, the paper added. It said that much patience is needed 
and more efforts by all parties are required if the country is to 
overcome the present difficulties. 

A guest columnist in Al Ra'i Arabic daily says Tuesday that 
Washington's threat to wash the hands of the Palestine question 
means that it wants to stop dealing with this problem at all levels. 
Sabhi Fhamawi says that if this is true then one would expect 
Washington to refrain from vetoing U.N. .Security Council 
resolutions condemning Israel's recurrent attacks on Arab coun- 
tries and would abstain from opposing U.N. moves to check 
Israel’s attrodties in the Arab region. Once Washington has taken 
tins decision, then one would expect that the United States would 
stop bothering the Soviet Union about the Soviet Jews and their 
desue to emigrate to occupied Palestine and one would expect the 
U.S. to stop being hostile to the Palestinian people and the PLO 
and would return to the U.N. affiliated organisations like the 
UNESCO and FAO to contribute more positively towards the 
advancement of the human kind, the writer notes. He adds “we 
sincerely hope that the United States carry out its threat because 
only then can we benefit from a peaceful world since its strategic 
affiance with Israel will stop and its continued s up port for 
aggression will end for ever.” 

Sawt Al Shaah Arabic daily said Tuesday timt the Jordanian and 
Syrian people attach great hopes to the meetings of their joint 
higher committee which tackles all different questions related to 
bilateral cooperation in industry, agriculture, education, health 
and other fields. The paper said that the agreements concluded 
through the higher committee are being implemented, and are 
benefiting both peoples. Jordan has been foxing ahead with plans 
to bolster its ties with the rest of die Arab World; and through 
higher committee meetings and bilateral deals, it had succeeded 
in going a long way towards achieving that goal. The relations 
with Syria, die paper said can continue to p rogr e ss and flourish, 
given die mutual confidence and die sincere efforts and will to 
achieve die common goaL 


THE year 19&? will go down in the annals of Jordan as one of the 
most significant in the country’s history, in both good ways and 
bad. The bad news was that the abuse of unchecked executive 
power, coupled with economic m jsraan aggincni in the face of an 
ii n finr pi pafrff sim ul tan eity of negative regional and international 
developments, brought hardship and humiliation to 
every heme in the country. The angry grassroots response was 
inevitable, if not precisely predictable. 

The good news is that the counter-response of the Jordanian 
leadership was swift and substantive. That resp o nse has brought 
us to the point today where executive authority is exercised within 
a more rational dynamic, comprising representation of the people 
through a directly elected parliament, more accountability of 
public officials, greater exercise of personal freedoms, a more 
pluralistic political atmosphere, and a more relaxed and open 
press that provides opportunities for people from all walks of life 
to express themselves freely and, one hopes, responsibly. 

We have started on a long and probably lovely journey, 
wearing new shoes that may take ns in many different directions 
on the way, there are bound to be some divergences and excesses. 
The political air we breathe is still clouded with anger, frustration, 
dismay and some bewilderment. It Is natural, in such a situation, 
for the air we exhale to be characterised at times by vindictive- 
ness, even rage. We should expect and be prepared to deal with 
wild and unsubstantiated accusations (AbuFalafei and his friends 
Abu Shawaima and Urn Mansaf stole two billion dollars), 
wreckless demands (the gove rnm ent should cancel all its foreign 
debt), and Great Dreams (we should issue a cabinet decision 
instantly freezing prices, -raiang all employees’ salaries, and 
tranrionmng Jordan from a consuming to a producing economy). 

The changes taking place in the country today will result in 
nothing less than an entirely new domestic political infrastructure, 
m which the exercise of public power and dedston-making will be 
based on principles that have yet to be folly appreciated, 
■formulated and implemented. This historic process will take 
years. I am convinced that Jordan will emerge from the exercise 
much healthier, in the economic, social and political fields. 

At the time, we have an opportunity to bring added 
honour to this country and to set an example for others around 
the world, particularly in the Third World, by devising a fair and 
efficient mechanism to come to terms with the mistakes and the 
excesses of the recent past — to ascertain guilt, to apportion 
blame, to apply punishment, to institute realistic deterrence, and 
to wrap the entire process in an appropriate measure of mercy. 

Looking back on the past four months, or since the beginning of 
the election campaign, one must be impressed by the pervasive 


and p owerfu l demands among all sectors of society to assess how 
and why Jordan’s economic and political structures deteriorated 
so rapidly during the past several years, to punish those 
responsible, and to establish new'mechnisms that would hold 
public officials accountable before tire people. The parliamentary 
ranrtiriatp* pushed this theme very hard. His Majesty King 
Hussein hinted at it in his op e nin g address to parliament. The two 
houses of parliament reiterated it dearly in their res p diny to King 


their co mment s cm the government's policy programme. In every 
home in the realm, talk continues to focus on economic crimes, 
and on the need to punish the wrong-doers. The rage continues. 
The demand for retribution, justice and even revenge persists, 
and perhaps grows stronger. 

What are we to do about it? For starters, we would do we 11 to 
recognise our situation in its full international context. All of our 
problems, mistakes and sufferings in recent years are part and 
parcel of a global trend characterised by a combination of rising 
foreign debt, economic mismanagement, excessive government 
control of the economy, and ctxrbson personal liberties, thepress, 
the arts and education. It was connhon, in the 19705 and 80s, for 
governments to borrow excessively, spend inefficiently, arid hide 
tiie full truth from their people. In many cases around the world, 
when tire abuse of public power, the extent of economic hardship 
and tire humiliation of individuals and entire peoples all readied 
unbearable levels, there was a public reaction of some sort. Ours 
was relatively mild, in retrospect In other countries, it was much 
stronger, notably in Iran, Algeria, tire Philippines, South Korea, 
and most of Eastern Europe. 

Many of these countries are going through similar exercises of 
coming to terms with the excesses and mistakes of the recent past. 
In the end, Jordan will have to draw on its own morality, soda! 
t raditions and political culture in determining how to strike a 
balance between the powerful demand of tire people for retribu- 
tion, on the one hand, and the dictates of justive and mercy, on 
the other. 

It would be easy to carry out' a witch hunt, isolate a few 
individuals, and blame them for all tire ills we have experienced. 
But tins would be neither useful nor honourable. Ours'is not a 
vindictive political culture, and should not be transformed into 
one simply in response to cumulative short-term pressures and 
frustrations. This historical moment demands rigour in the 
application of justice — but also purposefulness in asserting the 
force erf law mid the supremacy of morality. 

The moment demands more than accusations, slogans and 


greater spectacles than 

who was responsible for t “ 1 ®r^S ridna b or institutions" 
point in the conduct erf public ^ 

mis m a n aged the economy, or 

favouritism, or bed to us, or stifled j gnd md 

deal with these ghosts erf tire past quickly and 

move on to more important business of national restructnnngapd 

building that lies ahead. 

Though it will nert be easy, the process wft^anv 

aspteto build new political and econoinre 
urinne maaenffi of crecfibilitv or durability. Tins is berth a national 


a team erf the best available legal and ethical 
to launch a rigorous investigation into how we wmJ* “ 
point erf Jordan 1989. Investigatory moAmnsn * storidhc 
jrondad in their attention to the determination of fact flat tram 
En d the application erf judicial p unctilio . 

• Obviously, such a process would consicter accusations against 
the previous governm ent, which is the primary target OTpMtic 
wraffi buitodo onlythis would be grossly unfair, bom to me 
previous government and to the people of Jordan. An investiga- 
tion should also assess the broader political, economic an d social 
dynamics which have characterised tins land since tire beginning 
of our rendezvous with excess in the mid-1970s. For it was enuy 
because we soared so high after 1974 that we could crash so low 
.in 1989. : - ‘ 

Wc should investigate our recent past not simply to satiate a 
sense of vengeance a gainst those who suddenly brought us to the 
point where -i— depending cm our income — we could pot longer 
afford to buy Perrier water, or could .barely mai nt a i n tiie 
nutritional level of our children's food. We should investigate the 
recent past in order to remember who we are, where we came 
from, now we strayed so far from home, and where we can 
realistically aspire togo in the near future. 


Rami Kbouti is a former editor of the Jordan Times. Today ; be 
resumes writing his weekly cohmxh after an absence of 15 months. 


The following is the text of a letter of intent from the government of 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai addressed to International Monetary 
Fund Managing Director Michel Camdessus on April 13, 1989 
describing the government’s fiscal and austerity measures to deal 
with the economic crisis. 


Mr. Michel Camdessus 
Managing Director 
International Monetary Fund 
Washington, D.C. 20431 

Dear Mr. Camdessus: 

1. The attached statement by the 
Government of Jordan sets out 
the country’s economic and finan- 
cial objectives for 1989 and 1990, 
developed in the context of a 
medium-term framework of 
growth oriented adjustment, and 
the policies that it intends to 
pursue for their achievement In 
addition, Jordan intends to re- 
quest purchases under the com- 
pensatory element of tire com- 
pensatory and c ontin gency 
financing facility (CCFF) in re- 
spect to a shortfall in export 
earnings. Upon completion of tire 
first revriw of tire stand-by ar- 
rangement, Jordan would avail it- 
self^ the optional tranche of tire 
CCFF. The following will consti- 
tute performance criteria under 
the programme to be supported 
by the proposed stand-by 
arrangement: 

a. Ceilings on net domestic 
assets of tire banking system and 
ceilings -on net government bor- 
rowings from the banking system 
for end-September and end-Dc- 
cember 1989 as described in para- 
graph 17 of the attached state- 
ment. 

b. Review of policies as de- 
scribed in paragraphs 13 and 20. 

c. Ceilings on new contractions 
on non concessional public and 
pubtically guaranteed external 
debt for September and Decem- 
ber 1989 as described in para- 
graph 21. 

d. Elimination of arrears on 
external debt payments as de- 
scribed in paragraph 22. 

e. The standard requirements 
with regard to trade and ex- 
change system as described in 
paragraph 23. 

2. The domestic adjustment 
effort by Jordan would need to be 
supported by debt relief and addi- 
tional concessionary aid to cover 
the remaining balance of pay- 
ments gap. Accordingly, the 
Government of Jordan intends to 
request the Paris Club, other 
bilateral creditors and commer- 
cial banks for debt rescheduling 
on generous terms. 

3. The government believes 
that the policies set forth in the 
attached statement are adequate 
to achieve the objectives of die 
pro gra mme but- will take any 
further measures that may be- 
come appropriate for this pur- 
pose. The Government of Jordan 
will consult with the Fund on 
adoption of any measures that 
may be appropriate in accordance 
with tire Fund’s policies on such 
consultation. In tins context, tiie 
first review of performance under 
the programme will be held not 
later than Nov. 30, 1989, when 
understandings will also be 
reached on polities to be pursued 
in 1990 and on tire performance 
criteria for tire period of arrange- 
ment after Dec. 31, 1989. 

4. Jordan will provide snch 
information as the Fund may 


request in connection with tire 
implementation and appraisal of 
the policies set forth in the state- 
ment. 

Hanna Odeh 

Minister of Finance 

Government tof- Jordan 

Amman • 

Husayn S. Karim 
Governor 

Central Bank of Jordan 
Amman* 

Statement by the Government of 
Jordan on its Economic Policies 

1. Jordan recorded a rapid rate 
of economic growth and relative 
financial and price stability for a 
prolonged period op to tiie mid- 
1980s. During the decade ending 
in 1985, per capita income more 
than doubled and there was a 
noticeable improvement in the 
living standards of tire people. 
Heavy investment by the govern- 
ment in social facilities produced 
large improvements in education, 
health, and other social services 
in the country and, at the same 
time, development of a road net- 
work and other physical infras- 
tructure created an environment 
conducive to an acceleration in 
private investment activity. One 
of the main factors facilitating the 
process of rapid economic de- 
velopment was a sharp increase in 
private remittance inflows and 
official grants following the eco- 
nomic boom in the neighbouring 
oil producing countries. Howev- 
er, it was the framework of sound 
macroeconomic policies and 
liberal exchange and trade system 
that was instrumental in a pro- 
ductive and efficient use of the - 
flow of financial resources from 
abroad. 

2. Encouraged by the sustained 
increase in the inflow of remitt- 
ances and expectations of high 
levels of foreign gran ts under the 
1978 Baghdad Arab S ummi t Re- 
solution, the government acceler- 
ated the pace of economic and 
.social development in tbe coun- 
try. However, the subsequent de- 
cline in oil prices and other re- 
gional developments led to a 
marked deceleration in the 
availability of external resources. 
A prolonged slowdown in tiie 
region curtailed the demand for 
Jordan's exports and reduced em- 
ployment opportunities abroad 
for Jordanian workers, leading to 
a decline in remittances and a rise 
in domestic unemployment. 
These developments, m combina- 
tion with lower than expected 
foeign grants began, in the con- 
text of inflexible expenditure 
commitments, to strain the 
budget and tbe balance of pay- 
ments by tire mid-1980s. 

3. Believing that these were 
reversible trends, the initial gov- 
ernment response was to con- 
tinue tiie momentum of economic 
activity in tire public sector by 
resorting to external commercial 
borrowing, followed by increased 
recourse to domestic bank bor- 
rowing. The resulting domestic 
demand pressures, in combina- 
tion with declines in remittances 


and official grants and rapidly 
rising external debt obligations, 
exerted -pressure oh the balance 
of payments and tire exchange 
rate. By 1987 the country was 
faced with a low growth rate, a 
widening budget deficit, higher 
rates of monetary expansion, an 
increased deficit in the current 
- account of the balance of pay- 
ments, a widening of the overall 
balance of payments deficit,, aruj „ 
a decline in reserves. Despitsa . 
number of measures adopted by 
tiie government in the second half 
of 1988 (see below), there were 
indications that the underlying 
economic and financial condi- 
tions in 1988 continued to de- 
teriorate. 

.4. Tbe underlying weakness in 
the budget and the balance of 
payments combined with specula- 
tive activity led to a situation that 
could not be sustained without a 
reassessment of economic priori- 
ties and a fundamental restructur- 
ing of macroeconomic policies. 
Accordingly, the government 
took bold policy initiatives start- 
ing in mid-1988. the most impor- 
tant being the floating of. tiie 
exchange rate which led to its 
depreciation, freezing of a large 
component of government ex- 
penditures in the budget for 1989, 
and a right tightening of monet- 
ary policy. 

5. In the area of external sec- 
tor, the dinar during the second 
half of 1988 depreciated by 31 per 
cent in local currency terms in 
relation to the U.S. dollar (to JD 
0.477 = USS1). During this 
period, drveigences in exchange 
rates of the Central Bank, com- 
mercial banks, and the money- 
changers widened. However, in 
mid-February 1989, in view of the 
mounting speculative pressure on 
the dinar, the Central Bank rate 
and the commercial banks rate.' 
were unified at the rate of JD 
0.540 = USS1 leading to a further 
depredation of 13 per cent of the 
offidal rate, and licences of 
moneychangers were cancelled 
and their operations were dosed 
down indefinitely. The higher 
costs of foreign exchange were 
passed on to domestic prices ex- 
cept for baric foodstuffs and pet- 
roleum products whose retail 
prices were kept unchanged. 

6. Other external sector poli- 
cies induded the removal of 
quantitative restrictions on some 
imports in August 1988 and their 
replacement by high tariffs. In 
November 1988, a temporary ban 
on imports of 16 luxury goods was 
imposed in order to preserve the 
rapidly declining foreign ex- 
change resources; this ban is to be 
lifted at the latest by the end of 
1989. 

7. As regards the budget, ex- 
penditures were contained by 
allowing . no general wage in- 
crease and virtually freezing 
military expenditure, while 
purchases of materials and sup- 
plies were reduced. Revenue me- 
asures to strengthen tiie budget 
induded (a) a 10 per cent tax on 
sales in luxury restaurants and 
hotels; (b) a 3 per cent tax on 
airline tickets for travel abroad; 
(c) a .substantial increase in de- 
parture taxes; (d) a tripling of 
annual fees for work permits for 
foreign workers; and (e) tighten- 


ing of the procedures for collec- 
tion of taxes and arrears. The 
favourable impact of the expendi- 
ture restraint and the new re- 
venue measures on tiie budget 
was, however, offset by other 
factors indading the revenue loss 
from freezing petroleum product 
prices, emergence of subsidies an 
food items following tiie devalua- 
tion, custom revenue losses from 
v ,Jhe harfnmg of certain. luxury 
'..^imports, increased transfer pay- 
ments, and rising debt service 
obligations: The., result is that, 
without additional measures, tbe 
budget deficit (excluding grants) 
• is estimated to decrease maigin^ 
ly from 23.7 per cent of GDP in 
1988 to 23 per cent in 1989. 

8. In addition to the above 
measures, the government tight- 
ened monetary policy and liberal- 
ised interest rates. Interest rates 
on deposits were floated in June 
1988, the base lending rate was 
raised from 8 per cent to 10 per 
cent, and banks were allowed to 
freely determine tbe surcharge on 
lending rates. In addition, the 
Central Bank discount rate was 
raised from 5.75 per cent to 7 per 
cent in September 1988 and to 8 
per cent in January 1989. At tiie 
same time, credit policy was 
tightened by limiting commercial 
banks' ability to extend overdraft 
facilities, prohibiting banks from 
extending credit in dinars against 
foreign currency deposits, and 
increasing the required reserve 
ratio on term deposits from 6 per 
cent to 9 per cent. In addition, 
encouragement was provided to 
attract foreign currency deposits 
to tbe banking system by raising 
the limits on Such deposits by 
residents, while continuing the 
existing practice of having no 
Emits or restrictions on foreign 
currency depsoite maintained by 
expatriate Jordanians. 

9. The government believes 
that it has taken substantive mea- 
sures since mid-1988, and is de- 
termined to continue to imple- 
ment further policy reforms to 
address the imbalances’ in the* 
economy. However, there is an 
increasing realisation that the 
magnitude of the problem is such 
that comprehensive and sustained 
efforts are essential since indica- 
tions are that adverse factors 
affecting externa] inflows are un- 
likely to be fully reversed. There 
is also a recognition that medium- 
term, growth-oriented adjust- 
ment based on domestic effort 
alone will be very painful and 
unsustainable. Accordingly, the 
government has adopted a 
medium-term approach in con- 
sultation with tbe Fund and the 
World Bank staffs and intends to 
seek mtemtioaal support for its 
effort. * 

10. The principal objectives of 
the comprehensive medium-term 
reform programme, covering tiie 
period 1989-93, is to restore and 
increase tiie rate of economic 
growth within, die framework of 
relative price stability, and to 
effect a substantial improvement 
in the budget and tiie balance of 
payments. More specifically, the 
real growth of tiie economy, 
which was negative in 1988, is to 
be gradually increased to about 4 
per cent 6y 1992 and attained at ■ 
the level, a rate that is higher 


than the population growth rate. 
This is to be achieved t hrough the 
creation of a policy framework 
that provides increased invest- 
ment incentives, and restores 
confidence, leading to an increase 
in private sector investment The 
government intends to develop 
.and implement policies aimed at 
further encouraging private sec- 
. tor investment in ' consultation 
with the ’tyorid Bank. These will 
include a reasSessment of incen- 
tives offered bf the Encourage- 
ment of Xoverimeht Law. The 
government also intends masses 
the organisational requirements 
of . corporations, their busmess 
strategies, and operating plans 
and policies with technical assist- 
ance from the Bank, fa order to. 
improve resource use in the agri- 
cultural sector, its piking -poli- 
cies, particularly those relating to 
pricing' of water and subsidy to 
wheat production, will be re? 
viewed and revised in consulta- 
tion with the Bank. Higher in- 
vestment would need to be fi- 
nanced by -increased domestic 
savings. The government recog- 
nises that an essential dement for 
tiie promotion of domestic sav- 
ings is the elimination- of- tiie 
dissaving of the government. 
Accordingly, the government in- 
tends to take measures that 
would reduce the budget deficit 
to a sustainable level by 1993, which 
will require stringent controls on 
expenditure reform of the re- 
venue structure, and new revenue 
measures on- a sustained basis. 
Reduced reliance of the budget 
on domestic bank borrowing 
would need to be coupled with 
tight credit policy foT the private 
sector and financial dtstiphning 
of the public enterprises so as to 
moderate the rate of monetary 
expansion to a level that is consis- 
tent with the target of reducing 
inflation rate from about 14 per 
cent in 1989 to about 7 per cent in 

1993. 

•> 

11. As regards the balance of 
payments, the gov ernm ent is de- 
termined to take all the appropri- 
ate measures to achieve a ba- 
lanced position in the cm re nt 
account by 1993 compared with a 
deficit equivalent to over 6 per 
cent of GDP in 1988. Dris is to be 
achieved through (a) an aggres- 
si ve po licy erf promoting exports, 
remittances, and tourism; (b) a 
tight demand management policy ' 
to contain import demand; (c) 
rationalisation of tariff structure 
to promote efficiency in resource 
use; and (d) a flexible exchange 
rale policy.' 

12. Within: the medium-term 
framework, the g ove rnm ent in-, 
tends to reinforce the policies 
that have already been put in place 
by additional measures so as to 
build nP' the momentum of 
growth-oriented adjustment, the 
most fundamental area that re- 
quires additional measures in 
1989, and in subsequent years, is 
the budget. Even after taking into ‘ 
account the expenditure reducing 
arid revenue enhancing i w a y u i i c { } 
that have already been im- 
plemented, the deficit (exdufine 
grants) is projected to be 23 per 
cent of GDP in 1989. It fr the 
intention of tiie government to 
take additional measures fa tiie 
remainder ofl989to reduce the 


defidt by 3 percentage points to 
20 pcs cent erf GDP co mpar ed 
with 23.7 per cent in 1988. Cor- 
respondingly, the defidt .(includ- 
ing grants) would, decline from 
over 16 per cent of .GDP ih 1988 
^to less than 12 per cent in 1989. 
Therrednctiop in tbedefirit is to 
be achieved by additional mea- 
sures as described in Attachment 
‘i; 

. __l$. As for $», the govern- 
..mfinfis t conpftted jji ^cdocfag 
the> budget, deficit : (exduding 
grants) by another 3 percentage 


points of GDP to 17 per cent , 
through -revenue measures : and r* 

■ expenditure restraint. The gov- 
ernment is aware tiiattiw present 
tax dructure is highly inehti rtic in 
relation to nominal GDP. This is 
doe to ajramber erf factors indnd- 
ing the narrowDess of the tax 
base, heavy dependence of tares 
on imports^ specificity of most 
rates, absence of . a generalised . 
consumption tax, a wide gap be- 
tween the statutory and effective 
tax rates due to tax loopholes and 
tax evasion, and libera] import 
doty exemptions. Accordingly, 
there is ah urgent need for tax 
reform and introduction of a 
generalised' consumption -tax of 
the value-added variety. The gov- 
ernment intends to undertake a 
full review of the tax structure 
well ahead of the time for the 
preparation of tbe juext budget so 
as to implement tax reforms. 
Similarly, the. government in- 
tends to underake concrete steps . 
in 1990 for tlw introduction of a * 
general consumption tax effective 
in 1991.' For both these purposes, 
the government has asked the 
.Fund to field a fiscal mission in 
June/July, 1989 with a view to 
submitting recommendations to 
the government, at the latest by 
end September 1989, which 
would help in the pre pa ration of 
the 1990 budget. If the structural 
reforms are inadequate to yield 
revenue that would help reduce 
the budget deficit/GDP ratio by 
an additional 3 percentage points 
in 1990, the govenuneutwill take 
additional revenue measures to 
achieve the target. These mea- 
sures will be discussed with a 
Fond' mission which is expected 
to visit Amman ih 'November 
198 9 for the first review of the 
proposed stand-by arrangement. 

14. Central government ex- s 
pendituresr are c u r ren t l y at' an 
unsustainable level of 50 per cent 

of GDP, or about 80 per cent | 
higher than total domestic re- 
venue. Current expenditures ! 

alone ex c eed revexme. by over 40 ■ 1 
per cent indicating that govern- j 

meat consumption is bang sbs- i 

famed th rough domestic bank \ 

borrowing and exte rnal assist- ( 

an ce. It is quite clear that the rate I 

of growth of expenditures matt. f 
be c ontained well - below the \ 

growth of iKnnmal GDP in order • • ’ \ 
to achieve the targetted reduction \ 

m the b ndget defiat/GDP ratify 
AccoiJuigly, the gonrer um ent h 

ueed to continue to constrifin^ : 
expenditures, particularly the - « 
Productive ones. i ' J 

15. A new element in the ex- J 

penditures that has emerged fa . . f 
1989 is subsidies -cm basic food ! 
“ems of about JD 38 ntOlfau g 

“fafaiy-due to the fact that tile- jj 

(Continued m wt !5)' f ^ • \ 5 
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Government committed to reduce deficit, boost exports 


(CoatiB ta d from page*) 


w*»I prices of wheat and floor, 
bailey, rice; sugar, anti powdered 
milk ware not adjusted fa Sac 
with depereentioa of the dinar. 
The gmrextanreof bdiewe* chat 
these subsidies aze estential tct. 
protcct the poor and vulnerable 
segments of the population from 
the effects of austerity measures. 
However, an attempt wiB be 
made to target subsidies far the 
poor on a more selective basis, 
keeping in view tbe objective of 
reducing the budget deficit. 

16. The public ente r pris es are 
generally well managed in Jordan 
and most of them yreki a positive 
rate of return on government 
investment. However, there ere 
certain enterprises which are a 
drain on the budget or rely on 
bank borrowi n g to finance their 
operatio ns . In tile present context 
of austere budget and tight credit 
policy, tbe go ve rnm ent Ires mrti* 
ated a review process, both from 
an auditing and management 
point of view, of aQ the enter- 
prises in order to increase their 
contribution to die budget. Those 
entities that are incurring an 
operating losswUl directed to 
improve efficiency, and foShw 
realistic pricing policies, so « to 
achieve financial viability and 
selfsoSSdcBcy. Those already 
making a profit will be encour- 
aged to curtail inessential ex- 


management polities. The gov- 
cnooent intends to develop and 
imptemem mea s ured to eoconr- 


age export market drvcrafi carien 
and create an appropriate institu- 
tional arrangement for export 
fmartdrtg in onter to promote 
exports. To father fadfitafe ex- 
port performance and reduce 
price ciyt ratiop E , the government 
plans co papfcnacat a nredfam- 
tem ppograame of trade fiberafin- 
tioo. The government will also 
take measures to simplify trading 


banks, hopefully on very gener- 
ous terms; and it is determined 
not to incur new a t rears once 
these negotiations are concluded. 
On this basis, it is expected that 
all external arrears wifi be ctimin- 
sted through payment or niche- 
rfnfmg by November 25, 2989. 
Existing arrears to ambilateral 


financial institutions would be 
settled prior to the cooing into 
effect of the stand-by arrange- 
ment. During the period of tbe 
stand-by arrangement^ arrears 
will be not be incurred in respect 
of payments and transfers for 
current international transac- 
tions. Up to November 15, 1989 


arrears for the purpose of this 
definition exclude external debt 
service obligations in the process 
of being regularised through res- 
cheduling. 

23. The government shall not 
(a) impose or intensify restric- 
tions on payment and transfers on 
current international transac- 


tions; (b) introduce multiple cur- 
rency practices', (c) conclude new 
bilateral payment agreements 
which are inconsistent with Arti- 
cle VIE of the Fund’s Article of 
Agreement; and (d) impose new 
impest restrictions or intensify 
existing ones for balances of pay- 
ments reasons. * 


ATTACHMENT I 


Otfve oB Impart* 


procedures .and complete the 
ongoing process of cmmnatmg 


The fafiowing fiscal 

1989. 


wffl be implemented on or before May 1, 


aw price of JD 13 
per carton and calc 
price of JD 17 per anon 


OS 


quantitative restriction*. In order 

to reduce disparities in tbe pro- 
tection offered to different sec- 
tors of the economy, and to nar- 
row variations in tariff rates, tbe 
gov er nment wffl .introduce tariff 
re for ms, ens u ring that their re- 
venue impact is neutral. Specific 
policies relating to these areas, 

. rimfag for their implementa- 
tion, wfilbe dasemaed and agreed 
with die forthcoming World Bank 
appraisal mtsam. 

20. As regards the exchange 
rate, the government has demon- 
strated its fiexftnbty by effecting a 
sharp de precia tion of tbe dinar 
during 1988 and early 1969 when 
the exchange rate came under 
market pressure. This contri- 


Wbeat 


Tax 


12 


Snug dne to an increase 

JQ rtu * wt r m rl tQm My 

of miBaig wheat from 
78 per cent to 80 per owl 


Subtotal 


0J 

73 


00 


8 Month 


A. Rcvcopot 
1. 


Tax 


W J- | __ 

mcc nicoc 


bated to improving the competi- 
mal etfec- 


ance so that their contribution to 
the budget would increase over 
time. 


17. Tbe budgetary initiatives 
will need to be reinforced with a 
tight credit policy that, .at the 
same time, ensures adequate 
supply of credit to the pnvate 
sector, which will be tbe main 
engine of economic expansion. 
The Central Bank of Jordan has 
undertaken a thorough review of 
credit requirements of the private 


sector arid public enterprises. In 
' r 1989, due 


credit planning for 
account has been taken of an 
expanding role : of -the. private 
sector, and the increased demand 
for credit emanating from the- 
! m nominal 

re- 


projected 

GDP. The gemrinft credit 
qufremenls of the private sector 


and the seasonal credit needs of 
the public entities can be folly 
met even if the gro w t h , in net 
.domestic assets is reduced- from 
■?"• 14 pfr '&rif hf tbe tJaiM^nonfcy 
stock in 1988 m ahout *fi peat cent 
in 1989. This growth in net 
domestic assets together wifli tbe 
expansionary impact of the fafld 
up of foreign exchange" reserves 
equivalent to JD.SO million will 
lead to monetary expansion of 
about 11 per cent in 1989. Based 
on the analysis of the credit re- 
quirements of the private sector 
and public entities, ceilings have 
been established on net domestic 
assets for end-September and 
end-December 1989 as set oat in 
Attachment II. To facilitate the 
meeting of these ceilings after 
coming into effect of the stand-by 
arrangement, indicative targets 
have been established for end- 
June 1989. A substantial devia- 
tion of the actual ouftrome in June 
1989 from tire indicative target 
would necesstate a review of 
faccora and potides. To ensure 
that the private sector has adeqrir^ 
ate access to credit avaflabiliiy, 
cefltngs have been established on 
set government borrowings from 
the domestic bonking system for 
eod-September and end-Decem- 
ber 1989 (Attachment H). A 
Mocked account has been set up 
to party sterilise the impact of 
the an ti ci p at e d debt retietonthe 
budget and on the finanrial posi- 
tion of the public entities. Credit 
ceilings on domestfc assets aadon 

tire for 1590 will 

be established at the time of the 
first review in November 1989. 


tivencas of the dinar in real > 
five terms. The government be- 
Eevcs that the present real effec- 
tive exchange rate provides 
adequate ince n tives fear exports 
a ad intends to marotam it. hi 
view of tight demand manage- 
ment po&aes that have been put 
in place and expected foreign 
exchange inflows and debt relief, 
the government believes that ex- 
change rase stability can be en- 
sured in the near future. Howev- 
er, if unexpected pressures de- 
velop, tbe government intends to 
review the policy with tire Fund 
staff to adopt appropriate remc£ 
dial measures. The factors to be 
taken into account in such a 
review would include tbe effec- 
tiveness of demand management 
policies, relative price changes in 
Jordan and abroad, develop- 
ments in other markets on which 
tire dinar js traded, export per- 
formance, and reserve position of 
the. country. 

22 . The government is commit- 
ted to pursue a prudent debt 
management policy. In order to 
alleviate external debt servicing 
IBohlc^.iq^ mmioye the sfruo: • 
trire of ddemdtrebf, thegovacor 
rirent has established ceifings for 
September and December 1989 
on new nonconcessional public 
and pubfiriy-guaranteed external 
debt of initial maturity of over 
one year and op to and mdudfag 
twelve years, and such ceilings of 
initial maturity of over one year 
and up to and fadutfing five years 
(Attachment EH). These ceilings 
will exclude rescheduling and re- 
financing undertaken in multi- 
lateral restructuring of official 
and commercial hank loans. Loan 
far 1990 wifi be estab- 
at the time of tbe first 
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Jordan: Credit CeiHngs nod In dicativ e Targets tor 1989 
(In of Jordan tan) 


Impacted 

Subtotal 


Awny latnet 
of 30 per cent fat 





1989 

tax rate 

103 

72 

1988 

Indtesrtve 



0.6 

0.4 

Actaal 

Targets 

CtBfap 


11.4 

7fi 

Dec. 31 

Jaae 30 

SepL 30 Dec. 31 
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.Tax macMe 

03 

03 

Imported Alcohol 

at about 40 per cent 

03 

0.4 
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Increase in 
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A new tax at 
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6. Cur regktiadiin 

Various 

23 
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antjtjM, rfwnw qq pt i vate sector, *~ , **~* an spedafisod ‘ ■ "** Mi!iuiim it i r iw n n oq 
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are can e a ed to reach JD 30 nriffion by Jme 30. 3D S5m3Soo by Septe mbe r 30. and JD 
SO ioffion' by December 31, 1989. ** ■ • *• • 


7/ tootwft^ff Hitm, m and i tf pn ni K of Wirii™ miiiiHil w and g n * rf fl mfnf ri gggtOCt as 
defined in a separate tedmical note. Abo mdeded is the tratfing acoomt of tbe Ministry 
of Seppiy; at the end of 1988, there were no danns on this trading aoc&mt by the banking 
system and hs d qx ts its srith tbe Hawking system were JD 43 ndKon. 
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Nancoocarimmi External Debt, 1989 
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22. Arrears on external debt 
service payments have emerged 
in recent months. Given the fore- 
ign exchange constraint, and tbe 
wed to ensure a level of imports 
that is necessary for meeting the 
growth and pnee targets of the 
pr o gram me, external support in 
the form of additional resources 
and rescheduling of outstanding 
debt wiB be needed. The govero- 
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17 Ezdodes buns with a grant demeut equivalent to 25 per cent or more, as 
defined by DAC, restructuring and refinancmg loans undertaken in nmJti- 
bteral restructuring of official and oom m en aa l batik V >w tw , uae of Fond 
resources, and international reserve labilities of the hanking system. 
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I am angry 



of that sort b enough 
l To Ond ostthMt 
tm he died draws 
children art safe In 


A LITTLE boy oi e(ght has died...* 
p draw extreme feekrtgs of sorrow and 
the boy d fed because bh teacher beat 
extreme anger and makes one wonder 
tUs society. 

What kind of society would produce cfaxntnah sueft as the 
te ac h e r who beat a Rtttc child to death fin ilwnu foe pupil couldn't 
solve a mathematical problem? Wbat ttffre of a ministry of 
education would employ such a heartless man? 

I suggest that before we reassem school currkxda and before we 
hold fancy seminars oo ways to develop the haCcEBgcoce of oar 
children mid before me brag shout oar awfari percentage of 
illiteracy compared to other natkns and befbtt w* anixmzKx that 
we are setting tbe tread of democracy and healthy shtnkbg in 
Third World c o untri es, we should develop oar human nature. 

Todaylam angry because of thb unnecessary death. Today I am 
angry because such stories make me fed that ,t our Ugh level of 
ed^catkm r, has not done anything to **M away tbe u&uf 
tendencies fa ns. But tomorrow I want everyone to be angry f I 
want everyone wbo cares abont human life to scream against tide 
act and caB for a weB planned and studied control over the 
behaviour of school tea che rs. There inddents may not happen 
everyday but everyday cbBdrca are abased physically and psycho- 
loffcalfy by teachers who fad to mal cr staod the s&riBcance of their 
role In fodtty. 

To those temebers wbo stW believe that a cane or an insult makes 

the chSd understand quicker, I say leave your jobs and let onr 
dtBdren grow to be better hnmans. Do not hiBueacc their future 
negatively. 

To those teachers who have tried over the years to appeal to the 
children’s n a t ur a l intelligence and wUBngncss to learn, continue 
your mission, for through yon we hope to create a society In which 
every individual, man, women and chikl k protected from any sort 
of abuse; and in which everyone enjoys the pride and dignity as a 
human being. 
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Doublespeak is alive and well, 
corrupting English language 


By Giles Elgood 
.Reuter 


LONDON — Doublespeak — 
tire art of not saying what yon 
really mean — is alive and well 
and taking liberties with the En- 
glish language. 

When an American politician 
says more weapons are needed to 
ensure “meaningful arms reduc- 
tion”, you may suspect that be is 
not bring entirely frank. 

When space officials call the 
explosion that destroyed the shut- 
tle Challenger falling all seven 
astronauts on board an “anoma- 
, you know that some serious 
is being done to the 
language of Shakespeare and 
Chaucer. 

Anew book, “The State of the 
English Language” edited by 
Christopher Ricks and Leonard 
Michaels, charts these and other 
linguistic trends in a series of 
specialist articles. 

Writing on doublespeak, Wil- 
liam Lutz from Rutgers Universi- 
ty in the United States says it is 
language that pretends to com- 
municate but doesn't. 

“Farmers no longer have cows, 
pigs, chickens, or other animals 
on their farms,” he writes. 

“According to the U.S. De- 
partment of Agriculture they 

have *grawv cnwvmtmn g animal nn- 

its’... kept in 'single purpose agri- 
cultural structures’, not pig pens 
and dneken coops.” 

Aircraft do not crash in the 
language of doublespeak, they 
just have ' “uncontrolled contact ' 
with the ground”. In the jargon 
of the nuclear industry, power 
stations do not explode, they 
suffer “energetic disassembly.” 

Lutz, who is chairman of tbe 
committee on. public doublespeak 
for the U.S. National Council of 
Teachers of English, singles out 
colonel Oliver North’s testimony 
at Washington hearings into the 
Iran-contra scandal two years 
ago. 

“Lying to Congress, shredding 


official documents, violatin, 
laws, conducting unauthorise 
activities were all ‘policy diffm 
ences’ to North,” writes Lutz. 

The U.S. Defence Departures 
also comes under fire. In th 
_ i of the Pentagon, bomb 
shells which fall on civilian 
are “incontinent ordnance” 
while killing the enemy is calle 
“servicing the taiget.” 

When the U.S. navy spex 
more than, $2,000 each on ste< 
nuts, it described them as “her 
ifonn rotatable surface compres: 
km units”. 

In 1977, Lutz reports, the Pen 
tagon tried to slip funding for th 
neutron bomb — a weapon de 
signed to kill humans fat leav 
property largely intact — m 
noticed into an ap p rop ria tions bi 
by it an “enhanced radii 
tion device.” 

In the financial world, 
October 1967 stock maiket 
which wiped billions of 
values ana sent tremors thro 
the global financial system, 
been described as simply 
“fourth quarter equity retreat. 
And Lutz quotes Federal Resenj 
Board Chairman Alan Greem 
pan as saying in a speech: 
guess I should warn you, if I tin 
out to be particularly clea: 
you’ve probably misunderstoo 
what I’ve said.” 

Doublespeak extends into a| 
aspects of life, says Lutz, 
hospitals, people who die suffer 
“diagnostic misadventure of 
high magnitude” or perhaps 
“negative patient care outcome. 

Workers who lose their jol 
may find that instead of sadrir 
them, their employers have “h 
itiated a career enhancemes 


it may not be so bad if yc 
are a simple car mechanic or ti 
operator. But it will be muc 
harder to bear if your job descri] 
tion has been inflated to “ant 
motive internist” or “member < 
the vertical transportatio 
corps.” 


16. The government has 
already floated all the interest 
rates on deposits and, although 
the base lending rate remained 
fixed, tire freedom given to tire 
banks to vary their surcharge had 
in effect freed the b or ro wing 
rates as welL However, in order 
to encourage agresuve mobiSsa- 
tkm of financial savings and effect 
an improvement in the allocation 
of loanable fends, tire govern- 
ment has also decided to free tire 
base lending ^rate effective from 
October 1,1989. The gover nm ent 
intends to let tbe lending and the 
borrowing rates fa determined 
freely by the market forces so as 
to [impart confidence to the fioan- 
rial market. In order to farther 
deepen and widen tire .financial 
market, tire government intends 
to seD government bonds to die 
nonbank private sector at com- 
petitive interest rates. 

19. Reduction in the current 
account deficit of tire balance of 
payments is another major objec- 
tive of tire government’s adjust- 
ment effort. Tbe taiget is ip 
reduce tbe current account deficit 
in relation, to GDP from over 6 
per cent in 1988 to S per cent in 
1989, and 3 per cent in 1990. Tins 
faitb fa achieved by jmsBOttei of. 
exports, and remittances and 
tourism, aq d erntnusatt of im- 
ports titrough . stringent demand 
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Tel. 604671 
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CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

^1 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professfcxtal Quality in 
1 Hour Scrvkb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and geo 


• JUMMO photo 

n 

Prom omit 


Sbmrisanj - 
Bank. Phone: 
Swefieh tek 823891 


Slide film 
Processing by 


Same Day Service 


for all E6 films at 


Salbashian 

Trading 


Wadi Saqra sir. 


Next to Petra Bank 


Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 


CALLSOHA 

AT 


QQ 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


0* EASTERN 


DOOR -TO -DOOR St.RVK 'h.v, 
INTi RNATIONAL FORVi AR1MN 
AIR i SEA FREKilV! 


TEL : 621 775 FAX:656 270 

TLX:23023 POB:815408 

AMMAN-JORDAN 


Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeqtie for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tib 116214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

y 6:30 -Midnight > 



B e t ween 

1 st.fr 2nd. 
IraJe 

Jabal Amman 
1W, 654205 

foT 


LUNCH 6 DINNER 

niu 





Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
’ available 

Open Daily t2-30-&30pm 
7.30 -ti .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rdc*cte 


Tel .659519 6S9520 


FumteMApts. 


studio * ommmom 
TttOBEDftOQMS 
Ddfc.WMtfe, Month*. 


Resonabte Rates 


©828717 

Granada House 

SthCVICLE NEAR 
OWEEN AUACOL 



Omani Fish Restaurant 

Abdcxm -Jordan Supermariut BuMm 



Amman!* Me, 1 RshRutaui 
■ MfwrUs AUnasehsm | 
Open daily for lunch snd dtr 
Rsaaonabla PrlCM 
For Rssarvation and Take ■ 

Teh 824877 
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Bush seeks $1.2 trillion budget for 9 91 


WASHINGTON (R) — President George Bush sent 
to Congress Monday a proposed $1.2 triffion bluep- 
rint for spending in fiscal 1991 that calls for lowering 
the U.S. deficit $63.1 billion without raising taxes. 

The budget plan includes a pares with 2.4 per cent last year, 
$306.9 billion authorisation for according to the latest govern* 


The budget plan includes a 
$306.9 billion a uth orisation for 
defence, slightly higher than the 
$301.6 billion authorised for the 
current fiscal 1990, bat about two 
per cent less than the rate of 
inflation. 

The proposed spending repre- 
sents a three per cent increase 
over 1990 spending. But the fiscal 
1991 spending rise would be 

-set by a nine per cent increase 
in revenues. 

Bush’s budget shows revenues 
rising from $1.07 trillion in the 
current fiscal year to $1.17 trillion 
in 1991, mostly due to a projected 
improvement in the economy. 

Bush’s budget plan assumes 
that the current economic expan- 
sion, now in its eighth year, will 
continue through 1995. 

The administration sees gross 
.national product, the total 
amount of goods and services 
produced, expanding by 2.6 per 
cent after infla tion from the 
fourth quarter of 1989 to die 
fourth quarter of 1990. That com- 


Central bank chief backs 
Kuwait monetary policy 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait will 
continue what it considers a flexi- 
ble structure of interest rates in 
the decade ahead of keep pace 
with international rates, cen tra l 
bank Governor Sheikh Salem 
Abdul Aziz A1 Sabah has said. 

He disclosed in a lecture Sun- 
day to the Kuwait Economics 
Society that the government's 
public borrowing has reached 10 
trillion dinars ($35 billion). 

Oil-exporting Kuwait initiated 
public borrowing three years ago 
to cover chronic budget deficits. 

Salem said the government was 
predicting expansion in the pri- 
vate sector against a cutback in 
public spending. 

Thus the monetary policy in 
the 1990s “will play a vital role in 
the growth of national savings, 
challenging them to finance the 
economic growth process,” he 
stressed. 

He added: “The central bank 
trill continue to apply in a com- 
plete and flexible manner all 
monetary policy took with a view 
to dealing with any imbalances 
that may affect die stability of the 
monetary market.'’ 


That would ensure the ability 
to cope with fluctuations in inter- 
national interest rates, encourage 
national savings and alleviate 
sh rinking focal liquidity resulting 
from the outflow of funds or a 
retr e a t in public spending, he 


The governor pledged Kuwait 
will continue its policy of “secur- 
ing a relative stability of die 
exchange rate of die Kuwaiti di- 
nar by pegging it to a weighted 
basket of currencies of countries 
with which Kuwait has key trade 
links.” 

In 1975, Kuwait finked the 
dinar to the U.S. dollar, ■ the 
Japanese yen, the German 
Deutschemark, the pound sterl- 
ing, the French franc and the 
Swiss franc. 

Salem defended the present 
structure of interest rates around 
an average 8 per cent, and said 
that wit hin a year of its applica- 
tion in November 1988, private 
sector deposits increased by 382 
miDum dinars ($13 billion); or 13 
per cent, while .the increase in 
foreign currency deposits slowed 
down from 37 per cent to 9 per 
cent 
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Monday, January 29, 1999 
Central Bank official rates 

o— u Preach franc 115.0 U&2 

Jnn Japanoe yea (foe 100) 460.1 464.7 

659.0 665.0 Dutch enflder 346.9 350.4 

1100.4 1111.4 106.9 10R.0 


U.S. dollar 
Found Sterling 
Dentscfaemaifc 
Swisr franc 


392.1 396.0 Itafiun Ifra (fur 100) 

4435 447.9 Belgian franc (ferity 


346.9 35(14 

106.9 106-0 
325 53.1 
1865 188.4 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are die baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at mkisession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 1.6775/85 U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1880/90 Canadian dollar 


1.6775/85 

U.S. dollars 

1.1880/90 

Canadian dollar 

1.6723/30 

Deutschemarks 

1.8835/45 

Dutch guilders 

1.4823/30 

Swiss francs 

34.98/35.00 

Belgian francs 

5.6800/50 

French francs 

1245/1246 

Italian lire 

142.68/78 

Japanese yen 

6.0800/1200 

Swedish crowns 

6.4700/50 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4700/50 

Danish crowns 

422.00/42230 

U.S. dollars 



One ounce of gold 


WORLD STOCK 


SYDNEY — Australia day holiday. Market dosed. 

TOKYO — Investment trust fond buying aimed at index-linked 
shares drove the market sharply up across die board in firm 
trading which exaggerated the effect of purchases. Firmer bond 
prices and a relatively strong yen also added to the positive mood. 
The Nikkei index dosed at 37,173.07, up 299.63. 

HONG KONG — Chinese new year. Market dosed. 
SINGAPORE — Chinese new year holiday. Market dosed. 

BOMBAY — Trading on the Bombay stock exchange was brought 
to a standstill when brokers boycotted trade to complain at what 
they said was arbitrary behaviour by the exchange authorities. 

FRANKFURT — Prices .soared on news East Germany would 
hold its first free elections two months earlier than planned, bat 
profit-taking pushed prices off lughs in later trade. The Dax Index 
ended up one per cent or 17.41 points at 1,81135. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed firmer but slipped back slightly from 
the day’s high. The market took- its lead from the Frankfurt 
bourse, with buying interest focusing on selected blue chips. The 
SPI Index rose 8.5 points to 1,097.2. 

PARIS — Share prices were quietly stranger at midday with many 
investors waiting nervously on the sidelines ahead of Wall Street’s 
opening. The CAC-40 index was 11.22 up at 1,897.97 at 1215 


LONDON — Shares fell from early highs in the afternoon as Wall 
Street rose and then fell. Investors generally were hesitant. By 
1545 GMT the FTSE index was 12.4 up at 2326.9. 

NEW YORK — A brief round of futures-linked selling erased 
eady gains, sending stock prices tower and extending a pattern of 
volatile trading. The Dow was down one point after bring up 
eight points earlier. 


meat data. 

It assumes GNP will grow by 
3.3 per cent in 1991, a forecast 
many econo m ists say may be too 
optimistic. 

But the rosy economic forecast 
allows the administration to 
assume higher revenues that can 
be used to offset the deficit — at 
least on paper. 

The ad ministra tion is required 
to reduce the federal red mk to 
$64 billion in fiscal 1991, from 
$152 bflficm in fiscal 1989, which 
ended Sept. 31. 

Meeting that goal will require 
substantial spending cuts and re- 
venue increases. Toe administra- 
tion projects the defidt for the 
current fiscal year will be $123.8 
billion. 

The ’ administration projected 
government debt held by the pub- 
lic, which does not include the 
federal debt held by social secur- 
ity and other govern m ent trust 
funds, at $236 trillion in fiscal 


1991, c om par ed with $23 trillion 
in fiscal 1990. 

The administration also 
assumes the inflation rate wfll 
remain relatively stable over the 
next few years and decline to 2.9 
per cent in 1995. 

Consumer prices arc forecast 
to rise by 42 per cent from the 
fourth quarter of 1989 to the 
fourth quarter of 1990 and 4.1 per 
cart in 1991, after an estimated 
4.0 per cent rise in 1989. 

Bush renewed his call to cut the 
capital gains tax. The controver- 
sial proposal would reduce the 
rale for long term-investments to 
a maximum of 19.6 per cent, 
compared with the current top 
rate of 33 per cent. 

He said the plan would help 
U.S. businesses compete in over- 
seas markets and help boost 
federal revenues. A snnjfar prop- 
osal was passed in the House of 
Representatives last year, but 
faifod to get through the Senate. 

Bush has put the proposal high 
on his political agenda, bat oppo- 
nents argue that in the tong-run 
reducing the capital gains rate is a 
revenue loser and getting it 
through Congress is likely to be. a 
tough battle. 

Bush also proposed a plan 


Japan sets terms for 
Gulf oil investment 


ABU DHABI (R) — Japan 
set conditions for Gulf countries 
wishing to invest in its ofl refining 
and retail market, a senior Abu 
Dhabi official was quoted Mon- 
day as saying. 

“According to information we 
received from Japanese officials, 
Japan will allow foreign investors 
to buy shares in its dow nstr e am 
industry on three con- 
ditions,” Jouan Selnn A1 Dahiri, 
chairman of Abu Dhabi’s Inter- 
national Petrofomn Investment 
Co (IPIC), told A1 Bayan news- 
paper. 

He said Japan demanded that 
the investor should have long- 
term crude supplies, an agree- 
ment between the investor and 
the Japanese firms, and reciproc- 
al treatment. 


“The reciprocal treatement 
means that we should allow the 
Japanese to enter - joint ventures 
in die petrochemical sector and 
other industries associated with 
oil,” Dahiri told A1 Bayan. 

Two top Japanese oil officials 
toured the Gulf earlier this month 
to dfamss long-term crude sup- 
plies. They said Gulf states were 
welcome to invest in Japan’s re- 
tail market. 

Saudi Arabian Oil Minister 
ffiAam Nazer, currently visiting 
Japan, told Prime Minister Toshi- 
lti Krifu and Foreign Minister 
Taro Nakayama Friday die king- 
dom hoped to enter Japan’s 
downstream markets. 

A senior Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial in Tokyo quoted Nazer as 
saying such a move could ensure 
stable ofl supplies for Japan. 


Subroto: OPEC must 
raise oil output capacity 


TOKYO (R) — The Organisatin 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) most raise output 
capacity by up to six mflnan 
barrels per day (BED) by the year 
2000 to meet growing demand. 
OPEC Secretary-General Sub- 
roto said Monday. 

Capacity is now about 26 to 27 
million BPD, he added. 

Speaking at a two-day confer- 
ence on Pacific energy coopera- 
tion, Subroto said stretched 
OPEC production capacity could 
make a sharp price rise unavoid- 
able if oil puces re maine d at die 
current $18 per barrel for some 
years. 

“The problem is not that the 


reserves are not there. The prob- 
lem is one of increasing the 
capacity.” • 

Oil demand, rising by a moder- 
ate 1.2 to 1.6 pa cent a year, and 
dwindling production in non- 
OPEC countries will pressure 
OPEC to produce about 27 mil- 
lion BPD m 1995 and 32 million 
in 2000, Subroto said. 

OPEC ofl output hit a 1989 
high of 23.6 nrilfi on BPD in De- 
cember, a Renter survey showed 
earlier this month. 

Subroto said increased capacity 
would require huge capital invest- 
ments .of about $60 billion, or 10 
pa cent of OPECs annual re* 
venues, between now fend 1995. 





ainwH at impr ov i ng the nation’s 
poor savings rate, which financial 
analysts say faces the United 
States to rely heavily on foreign 
money to fiMnee the federal de- 
ficit and business investments. 

He proposed a tax exemption 
for tfm tribarions to a so-called 
family savings accounts. He also 
would allow first time home- 
buyers to withdraw money from 
individual retirement accounts 
without tax penalty. 

In a message to Congress that 
accompanied the 1,269-page 
budget document. Bush saw his 
spending blueprint was designed 
“with an eye toward futnre 
glow tli and expansion of tike hu- 
man frontier.” 

He said It provides for record 
amounts for research and develo- 
ment, space, education and the 
bead start pre-school programme 
for disadvantaged children. He 
said it also included a major 
investment in civil aviation and 
“a large increase in spending to 
attack the scourge of drugs.” 

At the time. Bush 
the plan “maintains a strong 
national defence while r eflec ti ng 
the dramatic changes in tile world 
political situation.” 


Iraq to build aluminium smelter 

BAGHDAD (R) — Traq is pfenning to hmTd an ahnnmimn 
smel ter with an annual capacity of 215,000 tonnes, the English - 
daily Baghdad Observer said Monday. The n e wspaper q uoted an 
in du s try minis t r y source as saying the Raich firm Anmrinnnn 
Pecbmey had wot the contract toaesign the project,. which would 
be completed in three years. There were no details on the cost of 
the plant and Gulf-based bankers and industry sources had no 
confirmation. Planned expansions of plants in Bahrain and Dubai 
and completion of two new smelters in Qatar and Saudi Arabia 
are expected to double Gulf aluminium capacity to over one 
minio n (tonnes by 1994, making the area a major world producer. 
The Iraqi would supply domestic ind u st ri es such as car 

manufacturers, construction, packaging and electric Dower trans- 
mission, tiie Baghdad Observer said. Sharjah-based Crescent 
Petroleum Company would handle the financing for the project, it 
ywd. Tests were also being carried out to dete rmin e whether Iraqi 
erode could produce petroleum coke, the second most important 
raw material c on su m ed in die ahunininin sme ltin g process. 

Israel, France sign supercomputer accord 

TFT. AVTV (R) — Israel and France have signed an agreement to 
develop supercomputers, two weeks after the European Parlia- 
ment moved to Hmi t scientific ties with Israel ova its handling of 
the Palestinian uprising. Arie Shoomer, director-general of the 
SrirTK* Ministry, told Renters Monday the s uper computers, 
would be used for medical, agricultural and defence research. The 
European Parliament urged the 12-nation European Community 
to Hmi t scie ntific coopera ti on in protest at Israel’s iron-fist policy 
toward Palestinian demonstrators in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Supercomputers, which are manufactured only in 
Japan arm the United States, process data more quickly than 


several sup er c omp uters but the requests have been put off. Under 
the accord, France and Israel will each spend $500,000 in the next 
two years to research sup er computer hardware and software, 
Shoomer said. The project is due to begin next month. 


Kuwait seeks 4 new supertankers 

NICOSIA (R) —The Kuwait Ofl Tanka Company (K°TC) »*■“* 
the market for fow nwsupotankersa^s 
Middle East Economic Survey (MEES) reported. ‘Definitely 
tanka freight rates are going to go up and people ue 
require tonnage,” KOTC Chairman Abdul FattahAl Batfrtold 
tiie Nicosia-based Newsfetterin an interview. He ismdthere wqjga 
be a shortage of Very Large Crude Camera (VLCC) and the 
sh ip yards would not be able to meet dem and m tu n e. Afl tte: 
yards are heavily booked for the next two to three ®?X-' 

said. The Newsletter said Kuwait was looking for four viAJU. 
fankm nfa mond 280,000 deadweight towics (DWT) two refined 
products camera of 35,000 DWT two liquefied petrrfomi gas 
earn er s of 78,000 cubic metre capacity (around 40,000 cargo 
frames) and three ethytenc/I«PG tankers of 10,000 D WT. The 
latter would cany exports from Kuwait’s planned new petroche- 
mical complex- The Newsletter said KOTC currently has- 3tt 
tankas with a total capacity of some 236 million tonnes. _ . 

Bangladesh food reserves rise 

DHAKA OR) — Bangladesh, a country chronically prone to 
famine, has bnflt up a reserve of 138 million tomes of grain, to 
meet emograxies and stabilise prices,, a senior minister said 
Monday. The country’s five major silos and 2,6951 warehouses 
woe foil and it needed more warehouses to hold another 03 
million tonnes. Depute -Prime- Minister Shah Moazzem Hossain 
told paxhament. Bangladesh has had a bumper rice crop and has 
more food in reserve than evra before. Food Ministry officials 
said. The reserves were below one miffion tonnes a year ago. 7 
Bangladesh expects foodgrmn production will reach 19 mfllion 
tonnes in the year up to June l990 and hopes to raise that to20 
million tonnes.by 1992. Bangladesh, which procures around two 
million tonnes of foodgmm every year to make op its shortfall. 




Officials said the government was making “all-out efforts” to 
increase food production and boost reserves after successive 
floods in 1987aad 1988. almost crippled the agraxi 
economy. "J 


crippled the agrarum-based 


Romanian banks atm to rejoin mainstream 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania’s 
banking system, after years of 
isolation (hie to the “idiot” eco- 
nomic decisions of tbe Ceausescn 
era, arms to win back a place on 
the world fiminrial stage, one of 
the country’s leading bankers 
says. 

At enormous cost toils people, 
Romania folly paid off its exter- 
nal debt last year and has run a 
healthy trade surplus for several 
years. 

It now aims to .increase its 
i m p fwt B of consumer and c ap ital 
goods at least threefold compared 
with last year. 

Dan Pascario, 39, appointed 
three weeks ago as vice-chairman 
of tbe Bank tor Foreign Trade, 
told Renters that as part of this 
trading expansion, Romania 
would reactivate credit lines and 
links with foreign banks and insti-. 
tntioins- 

Unlike other East Bloc cram- 
tries, Romania is already a mem- 
bra <rf the International Monetary 
Fond, World Bank and the 
General Agreement 1 on Tariffs 


and Trade (GATT). 

“Relations with them have 
been dormant but they can be 
unfrozen. We have the structures 
there and can work again with 

them very eaaly,” said Pascaariu, 

adding that the IMF and World 
Banks wonld send teams to 
Bucharest soon. 

In the same way, the Roma- 
nian bank’s offices in New York 
and Zurich bad been “dosed 
because of tbe narrowness of the 
old authorities — they win be 
reopened.” 

Just two foreign banks — Sori- 
ete Generate of France and 
Manufacturers’ Hanover Trust of 
the United States — have bran- 
ches here. Pascariu-said others 
were now welcome — “any bank 
can open a branch.” 

Rarran Tcmesan, head of tiie 
bank’s Foreign Credits Depart- 
ment, said the former auth or iti es’ 
policy of isolation had jeopar- 
dised the future Of Ro manian 
b anking. 

“Having done so many idiot 
tilings in the past from an eco- 


nomist’s point of view, they cut 
off their working lines. But now 
we shall need more external cre- 
dit lines, lines for short tram* 
deposits — normal relations wifl 
gradually be restored,” Teshesan 
said. 

Pascariu stressed that, 
although he and his colleagues 
had been forced to cany Cbm- 
munist Party cards under the reg- _ 
ime of the bte Nicolae Ceansescu 
which collapaed on Dec. 22, they 
woe banking professionals, not 
ideologues. 

“We are aware of the revolu- 
tion in financial services-, the new 
instruments of banking services. 
We are a w are of what a market 
economy is — we would Eke to 
operate in tiie market-oriented 
economy. And in a way we do 
prepare ourselves far this. 

-. “We shall rotziictnre,, mod-_ 
ernise, but compared to the com- 
mercial banks abroad we are in 
the iron age,” be said. - - 
Pascariu said Romania was still 
'evaluating tiie state of its eco- 


nomy and uncovering lies from 
the past. . 

“Ail example: The old regime 
announced that agricultural pro- 
duction last year was about 60 
million tonnes of cerealsand foe 
troth was 163 million tonnes. 

“They announced total repay- 
ment of tiie external debt in 
March 1989. In fact we still owed 
batf a bfltion dollars then, and the 
last repayment was at the end of 
Decembra.”. - 

Pascariu said he had no in- 
formation on the mflfions aid to 
have been smuggled abroad by 
the executed dictator and his 
dan. But faieinskted that none of 
Ceausescn V secret funds had 
been processed through the Fore- 
ign Ttade Bank. “It wonldhave 
been easy to detect tins and to 
check.” - 

Hb Was 'urivtiffing 'to "reveal 
Romania’s current reserves but 
addedL “We are not a- bankrupt 
country by any .'means. We were 
left with considerable reserves.” 


Israeli budget inadequate due to influx of Jews 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli 
gov e r nm ent was pre senting a $32- 
billion budget to parliament 
Monday but experts said it was 
already obsolete because of a 
mass wave of Jewish emigration 
from the Soviet Union. 

Finance Minister Shimon Peres 
has budgeted $900 mfllioa for 
immigration in tbe 1990 fiscal' 
year, beginning on April 1, based 
on an estimated 40,000 new 
arrivals. 

But immigration is currently 
running at 5,000 a month. The 
Absorption' Ministry now expects 
up to 100,000 Soviet Jews to 
arrive in the coming year, and 
possibly more if the Kremlin 
allows direct flights between 
Moscow and Td Aviv. 

The treasury and the Bank of 
Israel said in a joint statement 
that the wave of immigration 
would boost economic growth but 


fiiel inflation, at least in the short 
term. 

“Success in tins mission will 
bring long-term economic be- 
nefits... but in the first stage, we 
may expect problems especially 
in bousing and employment,” the 
statement said. 

It forecast ‘gross dom e s tic pro- 
duct (GDP) would grow by four 
pa cent in 1998 if 40,000 immig- 
rants arrived and by five pa cent 
If the number of Soviet Jews 
reached 100,000. 

GDP grew rally (me pa cent in 
each of the last two years, mainly 
due to the effects of the Palesti- 
nian uprising in tbe occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Tbe treasury and the central 
bank did not forecast a figure for 
1990 inflation but said they hoped 
it would not be much higher than 
last year’s 20.7 pa cent. 


Poes (fledged Sunday there 
will be no new taxes or forced 
loans to fluid immigration, saying 
the cost might be met by selling 
off state corporations and tbe 
government’s majority share- 
holding in tiie major commercial 
banks. 

Israel has appealed to tiie Un- 
ited States and American Jews 
for special one-time grants to 

Deputy finance Minister Yossi 
Beflin rod c e n tr a l bank bead 
Michael Bruno have said the $63 
trillion defence budget should be 
art if more cash is needed. 

The Defence Ministry has 
countered that its budget is 
already being cut effectively by 
tiie government's failure, to make 
good the full additional cost of 
fighting the Palestinian uprising, 
estimated at $225 million a yea. 

The treasury statement hinted 


that Brad might increase foreagn 
borr owin g to finance Soviet im- 
migration.. 

“A certain increase in foreign 
debt is not necessarily negative m 
such a period,” it said. 

Debt service accounts for more 
than a third at the 1990 budget, 
with $5.1 billion earmarked for 
interest payments and $6 billion 
for repayment of principal. 

The budget features a three- 
point cut in corporation tax to 42 
per cent and minor income' tax 
cuts for middle-income groups, 
offset by a one-point rise in value 
added tax to 16 per "cent. - 

Su b sid ie s on eggs, milk and 
■ water wfll be cut rod the fax on 
cigarettes increased by 23 pa 
cent. 

Tbe 1990 budget deficit is set at 
$1.9 billion, compared with an 
actual deficit of $2 billion in 1989. 


“That’s not your beard. I paid a 
witch to turn you into 
a cactus." 



Un wamble these four Jumbles, 
one letterto each square: to form 

four ordlnaiy words. 



Print answer hero: 


Y—fonhyfe 



Now anange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answw; « sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




(Answers tomorrow) 

JisnUas EXACT CREEL ASSURE POLICY 
A n s w er The moat brutal part of that h eavywei gh t 
fight— THE PRICE OF THE SEATS. 
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Jordan hosts Davis Cup 
tennis tournament 


f Smam- Balm- 

to toe Jan&ut t&aes 


AMMAN — Under lie Royal 
Patronage of Her Majesty 
Qvcca 'Soox A1 Hasson, the 
Ionian Taunt fadbatton mU 
bow tor The oecooddtoc the 
Davis Cap team to a m maz 

Tbk tournament, sponsored 
by Hotel Jordan tor-On* 
tiDcatai, wiH be held in-toe 
Sports Palace starting Friday, 
Feb. 2, and ending Sunday, 
Feb. 4. Hie fir* day of toe 

tournament wiH indode two 
sets o€ ringfes, followed cm 
Saturday by one game of Ara- 
bics, and finally on Sunday toe 
last two singles of the meet will 
be held. 

Hus year the Jordanian 
team win indode Ham AJ Afi, 
Hyad Shebadeh, Iran Abu I*- 
ber and Font Haumriadi- The 
team will play toe Malaysian 


team xn aftsentay compsxm 
ar part of the aonmameot's 
aerie* rf dud meets b etw e en 
nations. 

InvofvmiffltoKtmexiiMtonal 
event are 79 oattoos, ig rtivfing 
Icwfan wftiefatook part for the 
fist tone hat year, when it 
hosted toe Kuwaiti learn. 

The Davis Cup tean!s : 

tournament is a sflvex tennis 
trophy awarded each year to a 
wmniflg crarntry in internation- 
al temnuunents. Teams com- 
pete in European, American, 
and Eastern zones. Iordan is 
. part oftoe Asta/Oeeania zone, 
which includes Thailand, 
Bahrain, Syria, Taiwan, Sri 
Laden, Mataysia, Bangladesh, 
Iraq, Si n g apore, Kuwait, and 
Pakistan. 

Zone winners will toen play 
each other to dedde on the 
fintfista who wiH compete for 
toe trophy. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMA8 SHARIF 
S TAIWAN HiRSCH 
• me ti«M Mmm Imcw. Ww 

AVOID 

Baih vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ W974 
“ A Q 10 

9 8 5 2 

♦ K4 

WEST EAST 

* A J ■ » J 2 ' 

: J9*J2 r *5 

. J 7 6 . Q 10 4 

* Q 10 6 * A J 9 8 S 3 

SOLTTH 

* KQlii 
v It 7 4 . 

y A K3 - 

* 7 2 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT - Pat* 2 * Pan , 

2 * Past 3 * Pus 

4 * Pan Pass Pan 

Opening lcad: Acc of 4 
Getting a lucky break is one 
thing. Cashing in on it is another. 
We like this hand played by British 
internationalist Tony Forrester at a 
tournament in Treviso, Italy. 

Once North announced a spade 
fit, South’s hand revalued to about 
17 points for suit play. That was 
enough to accept North's invitation 
and go on to game. 

Obviously, as the cards lie a dub 
lead would have defeated the hand. 
The defenders have three fast tricks 


THE DANGER 

' in the black suits, and there is no 
way declarer can avoid losing a dia- 
mond at wdL After a spade lead 
and continuation, however, declarer 
maneuvered skillfully to bring home 
his game. 

South could not afford to have 
West regain the kad, because a dub 
shift would have been (hill. So de* - 
ctarcr won the second trump in 
hand, crossed to the ace of hearts 
and kd a diamond. When East fol- 
lowed low, declarer won the king, 
(ten cashed the king and queen of 
hearts and led another diamond. 
East defended well by inserting the 
queen, but it was to no avail on this 
distribution. 


The queen of diamonds was al- 
lowed to win the trick, and the best 
East could do was to exit with a 
diamond. When that suit divided 
. evenly, declarer was able to get to 
the table with a trump and discard a 
dob- on.the long diamond. 

Note the care with which declarer 
played the hand. Cashing the hearts 
removed aH of East’s cat cards. As 
long as East held the queen of dia- 
monds exactly twice, or failed to 
* shoot in with milady on the first 
' round with a doubleton, there was 
no way that defender could escape 
being endplayed. . . 


I 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
I.Matn point 
5 Curved swnnl 
10 Dry ran 

14 One op poeed 

15 Instant 

1* Soft cheee e 
17 Escape 

19 Ratfunee' 
beloved 

20 Chapa 

21 Student . 

23 Dadt gray 

24 Chicago . 
sthlsta 

25 Gupofe - 
28 Salad ham 
33 VtecotmTe 

superior 
37 Nourish 
99 Runner 
40 Lose one's 


43 Papal crown 

44 Farm sight 

45 QaagUng 

48 Moat rational 
48 Old-timers 
50 “Of - 1 Stag" 
52 le adjacent to 
57 Cheat of 

81 Inconsistent 

63 Laval 

64 Scram! - - 


JJJJS 

annai 



jjhhH 


ewes TMMW Mads* 
ungMkRMmd 

12 Walk or track 


86 Bronte’s Jana 24 Piece buzzing 

67 A Murphy wKh e c M vfty 

68 Impetuosity 2fl Switch word 

89 Infirm 27 ILL team 

70 Ponds 29 — Julep - - 

71 Budget Hem 30 •‘Hvwfcaye" 

.91 -narrate . . 

DOWN 82 Russ- dty 

1 Iron books for 93 Belsmawlsri . 

large fish 34 hrtar — 

2 Small bey 35 Pftdiar NoJn 

3 Fashion --- 39 Knowledge 

4 Name bended down 

5 Ragout 88 Proo fi ng term 

6 Curves 41 Abstains from 

7 LOB history eating 

for abut ... 42 — Springs; 

8 Jacques’ AR ■ 

school ‘ 47 “Columbia, — 

9 Iterate of the ocean" 

10 Ski UK 49 Poet Tsnedale 

11 Hibernia 51 Eat Into . 
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88 Proofing term 
41 Ahet rt P S from 

eating ' 68 Dough bof? 68 Flamy Merfh 
4Z — Springe, 54 Semeeable 59 Poet Pound 

-AR ■ - old style 80 Look far 

47 “Columbia, — 68' Hail of gnat 81 Me. Wiese! 

of the o c e an " strength 82 WM ak ey e 

49 Poet TOaedale 68 Odor 85 Presidential 

61 Eat Into - 67 Sket c hed monogra m 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


COMING TO 



49ers beat Broncos 

V ORLEANS (AP) — San San Frandsco’s 55 points 
tctaco 49crs' quarterback Joe the highest ever. Montana led 

. t ■_ . — -J- «, «im»w>in i mmImbK, tiaa* fii 


COMMONWEALTH GAMES 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — San 
Frsndsco 49ets' quarterback Joe 
Montana led hi* team to a natiem- 
al chAmpaonsiHp Super Bowl vk- 
loty. on Sunday by defeating the 
Denver Broncos 55-10. - 

In the most dominant perform- 
ance ever at a Super Bowl — the 
U.S. equivalent of soccer's World 
Cup — toe 49ers ai*o became tbe 
fixst team to win a second con- 
secutive championship since toe 
P i tts bu r g h Stcelers <b4 10 years 
ago. 

Montana had five touchdown 
posses, three to Jerzy Rice, 
breaking a Super Bowl record for 
touchdown passes. He also set a 
record with 13 straight pass com- 
pletions. 


San Francisco's SS points was 
the highest ever. Montana fed such 
an effective onslaught that he left 
the game with nearly 11 minutes 
to play -with 22 passes for 297 
yards to his credit. 

In four Super Bowls be has 
thrown 11 touchdowns and no 
interceptions. 

For Denver quarterback John 
Elway, it was a day of futility, 
ending with his third Super Bowl 
defeat. He missed eight of his 
first 10 passes and was inter- 
cepted twice and fumbled once. 
He completed 10 of 26 passes for 
108 yards. The Broncos tied a 
Super Bowl record for losses — 
0-4 — with the Minnesota Vik- 
ings- 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JANUARY 30, 1990 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: A of mind will show you how to maJu 

day to amend to the little afiain of more money planning future bora 
everyday living so you w01 have interests. Good day far engaging 
these tasks in bade of you and will with friends in recreations, 
beabk to concentrate on more LIBRA: (Seotember 23 to Octobe 

important matters. 22) Yon and war faznilv can dc 


ARIES: (March 21 to Aprfl 19) 
Use your hunches to decide which 
friends out be of greatest assist- 
ance socially. Go wnh your family 
to see neigbboura and w napani o os 
of having them m your 

home. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be 
nue to take household members 
along on social gatherings with 
friends. Invite everyone posable 
into home and f ffl tg pmjn gener- 
ously. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Accept an invitation of importance 
to be later given by a very influen- 
tial man. Arrange to get in touch 
with dote companions you soon 
want to visit with your family. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 21) Those brilliant ideas for 
your activities you have are not 
ready tot be put in effect Show 
your family you ahve a great sense 
of financial weD-bdng. 

LEG: (July 22 to August 21) Rely 
upon family suggestions about the 
nght persons to include, in your 
activities. Make arrangements now 
to take an interesting trip with your 
■Msrfmwwtf later on. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Several persons of broad scope 


of mfad wifl show you how to make 
more money planning future home 
interests. Good day far engaging 
with friends in recreations. 

LIBRA: (Seotember 23 to October 
22) You and your family can de- 
ckle upon a more practical course 
of action for the mture and your 
home. Give a good practical gift to 
your attachment ihr more ro- 
mance. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Make a point to encourage 
assodadon with interesting per- 
sons of different views. Go along 
with family views on up-dating 
your residence. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A ptmp of interest- 
ing newcomers can become your 
very good friends. Rely upon your 
instincts where getting along with 
your family is concerned. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 fa 
January 20) Join with those friends 
who tike you at many aodal festivi- 
ties. Have persons m your home 
who can give you the feeling of 
optimism. 

AQUARIUS: (Jammy 21 fa Febru- 
ary 19) A Mend of worth wifl give 
you the business or financial advice 
you need. Invite as many outride 
contacts is possible into your home 
and hove a wonderful time. 

PISCES: (February 20 fa March 
20) Don’t bold up your social life 
waiting for a person to come from 
a distance. A good day for extra 
spark and enthusiasm at home. 


- INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL - 
(The BrltlRh Curriculum School In Amman) 

-The liitarnaMal Ctornrhunity School requires an infant 
teacher for September 1990. The successful applicant' 
must have had recent U.K. experience and be up to date 
with current principles of good primary practice. An ability 
to coordinate Mathematics throughout the school would be 
an advantage. Ail applicants must have U.K. or equivalent 
teaching qualifications. 

For an application form and further details please contact 
the head teacher’s secretary at the school, or telephone 
841070. The closing date for applications is February 28, 
1990. 

International Community School 
P.O. Box 2002 

Amman 


For a splendid time 
come to 


mmtuues 


Enjoy our unique french cuisine 
in an entertaining superb candle 
fight dancing atmosphere 


For reMwuions please call 1 . 


... 


CAR FOR SALE 

White. MERCEDES-BENZ 300 SEL 1988’ model. Fully 

optk> ” ed ' Duty not paid 

For Inquiry plaasa call 821813 


Doping cases overshadow events 


Cinema 


CONCORD Tel: 677420W Cinema PHILADELPHIA 





AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
(AP) — Debbie FHntoff-Kjng’s 
dream of bowing oat of mteraa- 
tioital team track with a third 
consecutive Commonwealth 
Games gold medal was shattered 
Monday as England's Sally Gun- 
nell wore her down to win the 
400-metre hurdles. 

The 29-year-old Australian, 
the Olympic champion, never 
looked nk» reproducing toe tur- 
bo-charged finish which carried 
her to the gold medal in Seoul 
and had to he satisfied with the 
silver after she clipped the last 
hurdle. 

At the other end of the genera- 
tion gap, 15-year-old swimmer 
Hayley Lewis was denied her fifth 
gold medal of the games when 
Canada's Nancy Sweetnaxn won 
the women's 200 metres indi- 
vidual medley in 2:17.13. 

Lewis, aiming for a record fifth 
women’s title at toe games, swam 
a personal best but had to be 
content with tbe bronze medal 
behind Sweetnam and feUow An- 


EUROPEAN SOCCER: 


ssie Jodie Oatworthy. 

The 15-year-old Brisbane 
schoolgirl one more chance to 
break the record in the 200-metre 
butterfly Tuesday. 

All of Monday's prog ramm e at 
the games was overshadowed, 
however, by a drugs scandal as an 
event that was billed as the 
“friendly games,” was shamed by 

t^^^positive for raabc^rcste^ 
oids. 

Neither the Indian delegation 
nor games organisers would name 
toe alleged offender until a 
second test is carried out. But tbe 
Indian news agency, PH, identi- 
fied him as Subrata Kumar Paul, 
who won two silver medals and 
one bronze in the 67.5 category 
on Friday. 

India's weightlifting teero man- 
ager, Dhirenda Sarkar, con- 
firmed his team had been con- 
tacted over a positive dope test by 
one Of its athletes. But he de- 
clined further comment. 


Another Indian weightlifting 
official, team coach Pal Singh 
Ren riim, rfeniwi any of his lifters 
were involved. 

“It’s just a rumour, we haven't 
been told anything officially ab- 
out it," he stud. “Six of our boys 
have given urine samples and 
there is no problem." 

Dr. Howel Jones, diairman of 
the Commonwealth Games fed- 
eration's medical commissi on, 
told a news conference at toe 
games village that a routine drug 
test had shewn traces of anabolic 
steiuids in one of the 3,200 games 
competitors. 

Jones said if a second test 
confirmed tbe use of steroids, 
which are taken to develop mus- 
cle bulk, the federation would 
call tbe competitor before its 
court of appeal 

Under the constitution of the 
federation, competitors who use 
banned drugs are disqualified, 
forced to hand back any medals 
awarded and expelled from the 


Jones said toe ? ositxve test was 
uncovered durix^; a routine test at 
the games' drug-analysis labora- 
tory in Sydney, Australia, an 
approved international Olympic 
committee centre. 

He said officials of the country 
concerned had been informed of 
the positive test. 

“They reacted as you expect 
them to," Jones said. “They were 
very upset chat one of their com- 
petitors had tested positive.” 

Sebastian Coe, attempting to 
end his glittering 14-year career 
with gold medals in the 800 and 
1,500 metres, looked uncomfort- 
able as we qualified for the final 
of toe shorter distance, for which 
he holds the world record. 

The 33-year-old Englishman 
finished fourth in the first 800- 
metre semifinal, which was good 
enough to give him an automatic 
spot in Thursday’s final. 

But he left his final burst for 
home until the last 75 metres, just 
edging out teammate Deem Billy. 


Sanchez scores hat-trick; Real crushes Castellon 


Reuter 

Mexican striker Hugo Sanchez 
scored a remarkable hat-trick 
Sunday as Real Madrid trounced 
Castellon 7-0 but it was two-goal 
Rafael Martin Vasqoez who won 
the accolades. 

The 24-year-old Real midfiel- 
der, once hailed by Argentine 
World Cup winning manager 
Cesar Luis Menotti as potentially 
the world’s greatest player, left 
the Bernabeu Stadium with 
Spain’s highest sporting praise 
still rin ging in his ears. 

“Torero, torero (bullfighter)” 


the fans shouted, waving white 
handkerchiefs in a standing ova- 
tion after be scored his second 
goal in the 58th minute by drib- 
bling past the defence and drilling 
a tightly - angled shot past the 


In a banner headline on Mon- 
day, the sports newspaper Marca 
applauded the shot as a classic 
textbook* goal. 

“Fm very pleased... but Fm 
ambi ti ous and I know I can do 
better,” was the Vasquez's own 
comment after toe match. 

Sanchez's three goals came in 
the space of 17 minutes in the 


TWO FURNISHED FLATS TO LET 

1. Second floor nicely furnished 200 sqm 3 bedrooms, large 
sitting-dining area, kitchen, 2 large verandas. 1 glassed, 
bathroom, 1 W.C.. complete electrical equipment, telephone, 
central heating and car park. 

2. Ground floor, same as above, but 2 bedrooms only. 
Location Sbmeisani. Tyche Hotel area. 

Please call tel. 601795. 


FOR SALE: MAZDA CAR 
-fCustoms^ility'anapia) * - 

MAZDA 929 limited, 1982. diplomatic plate, good condition. 
Price JD 1,500. 

Call teL 805799 


BRITISH EMBASSY ANNUAL 
OTICETO ALL 


second half when Real were 4-0 
ah rad, and pot toe Mexican firm- 
ly in command of the scorers 
table with 23 goals. 

Real, five points dear in the 
Spanish first division, have now 
scored more than 50 goals in their 
last 12 home matches, an » roaring 
average of more than four goals a 
game. 

“What was remarkable was less 
the number of goals than their 
quality. They were aH authentic 
super-goals,” Real coach John 
Toshack said. “We gave toe fens 
their money’s worth.” 

He added that the game was 
the best performance he had ever 
seen from his West German mid- 
fielder Brand Schuster. 

“Real were just walking. Just 
imagine if they had started run- 
ning,” said Castellon coach 
Loiche Garda. 

In Italy, Diego Maradona may 
not even be walking when league- 
leaders Napoli meet European 
Cop holders AC Mian, their 
closest rivals, in three days time. 

Tbe Argentine and Napoli cap- 
tain left' tbe pitch five roiimtea 
before fall time in his club’s 1-0 
win at Frorentina and needed two 
stitches to a cat in. his Jeg^ 

'Ttoinkit’nbetonghiorliimto 
be back for Milan,” the Napoli 


team docotor told reporters later. 

Maradona, who has received a 
series of reprimands over missed 
training and late arrivals, got into 
further trouble on Sunday when 
he arrived late in Florence after 
declining to travel with the rest of 
tiie squad. 

While the win boosted Napoli's 
morale, putting them three points 
dear at the top, the game was 
marred by ugly dashes off the 
pitch in which 25 fans and one 
policeman were injured. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Sbmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 
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??? Have you registered with the British. Embassy??? if 
you are a British citizen and live in Jordan please contact 
the British Embassy, Consular Section, in order to obtain a 
registration form. 

If you have been registered for a year or more and have 
not confirmed your continuing presence in Jordan, please 
do so by contacting the Consular Section as soon as 
possible. Please also notify the Consular Section about 
any changes of address and/or telephone number. Such 
confirmation is in the interests of all British nationals in 
Jordan. 

* If names are not re-registered within three months the 
Embassy will be obliged to consider that those concerned 
have left the country- The names will accordingly be 
deleted from the register. 

If you are a citizen of a Commonwealth country which 
does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Jordan please 
ask the British Embassy, Consular Section, about registra- 
tion formalities. 

The British Embassy Is located In Abdoun, near' 
the Orthodox Club. Telephone 823100. The Post 
Office Box Number Is 87. 

The Consular Section is open from Sunday until 
Thursday 0830 - 1350 hours. 



Thursday 1st Feb. 1990 
The palace of Culture 

First Concert at Second Concert at 

4,00 p.m. 7,00 p-m- 

Tickets 5-4-3 J.D. 


For Mote Information Call Tei. 638277 4 



FEMALE SECRETARY WANTED 

To do part time morning work. Must be fluent in English 
and can type and do commercial correspondence. 

Call tel: 625388 to fix a date for appointment from 
10 a.m. until 1 p.m. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Ground floor, 2 bedrooms, L-shaped sitting/dining, central 
heating, telephone, fully equipped kitchen, garage, other 
gmenities 

Location Um-Uthainah, Dajla Street 

Contact telephone 674803 or 816883 


^Cinema Tel: 675571 1 

NUOUM 

FRANTIC 


Pnfonnmcra- 330. fcU. 830. Hh30 RUayAS 

tondiy extra Acnr at llrOO n.m. j 
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Polish Communists bury party,] Front supporters besiege 


switch to social democracy 


Romanian opposition 


WARSAW (Agsndes) — Po- 
land’s Communists, saying their 
oocc-powerfol party could never 
yrin the country’s confidence, dis- 
banded it Monday to form a 
Social Democratic Party. 

Polish United Workers Party 
(FUWP) memberrs voted to dis- 
band at the final congress soon 
after midnight after forming a 
hew party called Social Democra- 
cy of the Republic of of Poland. 
, Hundreds of delegates stood m 
funeral silence as the PUWP ban- 
ner was carried for the last time 
from the ornate congress hall in 
the palace of culture given to 
Poland by Soviet dictator Josef 
$ta&n. 

: The PUWP, formed in 1948 to 
impose Stalinism on Poland, 
crashed from power last Septem- 
. her after the Solidarity movemnt 
crushed it in parliamentary elec- 
tions in June. 

A congress resohrtison Monday 
kk “Delegates... aware of the 
impossibility of the PUWP re- 
gaining social confidence, decide 
to end the activities of the party.” 
- Delegates hope the new party 
will have more voter appeal than 
the PUWP, which according to 


the government daily Rzeczpos- 
pofita would win 2.2 per cent erf 
the vote if elections we held 
■ now. 

But the new party, grouping 
former PUWP hardliners and 
progressives, looked likely to 
have trouble convincing Poles it 
was different from the old group 
phhnng h its tfa l n t wi and pr o gram - 
meej^ded Marx ami Lenin and 

their dogmas. 

A radical reformer backed by 
Lech Walesa split off to form 
another party separate from the 
old-style Communists. 

Tadeusz Fiszbach, the refor- 
mer, denounced what he called 
“artificial unity” saying it was 
impossible that all the old Com- 
munists had instantly become be- 
lievers in democracy. 

■The new party programme 
embraces “human rights and civic 
freedoms... a strong , law-abiding 
state... parliamentary democracy 
and a multiparty sykem.” ■ 

It endorsed a market-driven 
economy but rejects exclusively 
private ownership and says unem- 
ployment canpot be “treked as a 
permanent element of the econo- 


mu: mechanism. We assess the 
right to work as a natural right of 
man.” 

Mieczyslaw F. Rakowski, the 
first secretary of the PUWP, had 
hoped the congress would create 
a single party, but Fiszbach split 
off and formed his own party — 
the Social Democratic Union — 
which he said would likely field 
candidates in upcoming local gov- 
ernment elections. 

Delegates were divided over 
how radical the new Social 
Democracy Party should be and 
whether to bar some members of 
the old guard. 


Aleksander Kwasniewski, who 
appeared to be'Rakowskfs bar 
apparent, said the new party must 

not include hartDiners. 

But conservatives joined in the 
vote in naming the party. Three 
other names bad been proposed. 

The founding congress dele- 
gates also debated a policy agen- 
da, the composition of a supreme 
council and — in a posable move 
to drive out orthodox Commun- 
ists ^ — a proposed endorsement of 
the dramatic reforms of Poland’s 
new government. 


BUCHAREST (Agencies) — 
Thousands of Romanians loyal to 
the interim government besieged 
the headquarters of opposition 
parties Monday, forcing one par- 
ty leader to leave inside an 
armoured car. 

Tens of thousands of workers 
demonstrated in the capital in a 
well-orchestrated show of sup- 
port for the ruling National Salva- 
tion Front (NSI 7 . 

A Reuter co r respondent saw 
Cometiu Coposu, whose Nation- 
al Peasants Party head office was 
sur rounded by at least 2,000 
chanting workers, leave the 
mlding under army escort. 
Workers pounded on the 
armoured car with their fists as 
the 74-year-old Coposu, the 
front's harshest critic, drove off 
with Prime Minister Petre 
Roman. 

“Get lnm out of the conotiy,” 
shouted the demonstrators, many 


erf whom were brought by bps and 

truck from big stateowned fac- 
tories. 

But there wore no signs of 
violence as soldiers and police 
defended the budding and the 
headquarters of the National 
liberals and Social Democrats, 
which were also besieged. 


The crowd appeared to surpass 
the more than 15,000 people who 
fille d Victory Square Sunday in 
the largest anti-government dis- 
play since the December revolu- 
tion. 


Albanian protesters 
battle Kosovo police 


TITOVA MITROVICA, Yugos- 
lavia (R) — Ethnic Albanians 
de manding political reforms 
dashed with police Monday in 
several towns in the Yugoslav 
province of Kosovo, after 14 peo- 
ple died in weekend violence. 

Police used tear-gas in 
Urosevac to disperse demonstra- 


nians last March on charges of 
fomenting unrest; de m an d ed an 
end to his trial, telling a court in 
tins mining town Monday that the 
indictments were false.. 

Albanian residents said at least 
four people died Sunday when' 
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Bride fh hospital, 
groom in the tank 


! 

% 

? 
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tors and 


stormed barricades made from 


The demonstrators, shouting 
their support for interim Presi- 
dent Ion Biescu, paraded down 
the central Magheku tfaroughfore 
and other major arteries, cheered 
on by shopkeepers and pedes- 
trians. 

“Biescu, don’t give up. The 
country is your army,” one group 
yelled. 


mans smashed the windows of the 
*" V f |i m iinwst Party hea d quarter s in 
lipljan. 

At least 20 businesses went on 
strike in support of the demon- 
strators in several Kosovo towns. 

. Witnesses said police diot dead 
10 Kosovo Albanian demonstra- 


hundred Alba- telephone cables, bricks and tim- 

: * - — 1 • _ n r»_i ivm ■ - ' - - 


her in Suva Reka, 270 kiksmetres 
south of Belgrade. 

At least 10 people died in 
dashes throughout Kosovo Satur- 
day when police fired on demon- 
strators demanding reform. 


Kosovo, which borders on 


tors Saturday and four Sunday in Albania and is part of Yugosla- 

„ j yja’s largest republic 

been torn for d e cades 


renewed violence over demands 
for tire resignation of local lead- 
ers, free elections and the release 
of political prisoners. 

Former Kosovo leader Azem 
VlasL jailed with 14 other Alba- 


Serbia, has 
des by tensions 


between its 1.7 milliQU mostly 
Muslim ethnic Albanians ■ arid 
200,000 Christian Serbs and Mon- 1 1 
tenegrms. • 



Honecker arrested, taken to jail 


PORT WASHINGTON, New 
York (AP).— A hride, her father 
and her maid of honour- were 
injured in a weddingKiay- car l 
crash, and the . bridegro om w as • 
chaigpd with drunken d riving, 
police say. The women were 
listed in critical . condition. The 
father had minor neck, back and 
hg injuries, officials said.- The 
a cc ident occurred during, a trip to 
a grocery store to get more food 
for a celebration after the wed- 
ding Tuesday of Orlando Rubio/ 
25, and Margarita Rodriguez, 35 
Nassau .police said. Tbeicqqple, 
with Maigarito Velasquez, ft. 
the bride's father, and tire maid 
of honour, Sandra/ Garda* '30, 
were returning. from the storete 
their home in Port Washington 
when the car, driven by'Rntao, 
hit a -bridge abutment, 
said. Rubio also was charged with 
vehicular assault and; driving 
without a license, ofGc&"James 
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Lafontaine emerges as major 
Challenger to Kohl in polls 


£AARBRUEGKEN, West Ger- 
many (Agencies) — Oskar Lafo- 
hataine, an independent-minded 
leftist, has risen from the shadows 
of regional office to position him - 
«elf as Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
^challenger in December’s federal 
flections. 

- Lafontaine, the 46-year-old 
‘governor of tiny Saarland state, 
led his Social Democratic Party 
XSPD) to a resounding victory in 
regional balloting Sunday, vir- 
tually assuring iris nomination as 
'the party’s chancellor candidate. 

: Kohl’s conservative Christian 
Democratic Union was handed 
the latest in a string of local 
setbacks. The Free Democrats, 
his centrist partner in the gov- 
erning Bonn coalition, also lost- 
seats. 

Nationally known and re- 
spected as a tough career politi- 
cian, Lafontaine would be strong 
opposition in Kohls bid for a 
third four-year term as West Ger- 
man leader. 

Sunday’s vote in Saarland was 
an unexpectedly strong endorse- 
ment for Lafontaine’s entry into 
national politics, as the Social 
Democrats widened its absolute 
majority in the state parliament. 


The Social Democrats polled 
54.4, compared to 33.4 per cent 
for the Christian Democrats and 
5.6 per cent for tire Free Demo- 
crats. 

According to preliminary offi- 
cial results, the Social Democrats 
won 30 of the state parliament’s 
51 seats, a gam of four. The 
Christian Democrats won 18, 
down two, while the Free Demo- 
crats dropped from five to three 
seats. 

For Kohl, it was a damper after 
last fall's sudden democratic 
changes in East Germany stirred 
hopes for German reunification 
and boosted the chancellor’s 
standing. 

‘Tm very happy about this 
result, Tm surprised at how high 
it was,” the beaming governor 
said in Saarbrueckeu, capital of 
his small state in the Wlk along 
the Frenchbordex. 

But Lafo n taine, whose party 
has waited, for the state result 
before naming him its nafmal 
candidate, declined to say- 
whether he would now become 
the SPD candidate. 

“All these other questions are 
for later,” he protested to persis- 
tent television reporters. He said 


an SPD executive meeting in 
Bonn Monday would not yet de- 
cide on a candidate. 

The Saar poll opened a year- 
long electoral marathon in West 
Germany, which will have three 
more state elections and two local 
go v er nm ent polls before Decent- 
bet's general elections. 

Lafontaine, whose brash de- 
bating style contrasts sharply with 
Kohl’s plodding ways, has cut an 
increasingly p r o min ent and con- 
troversial figure in national poli- 
tics in recent years. 

He stood up against a wave 
national euphoria over East Ger- 
many’s democratic revolution, 
wanting that open borders meant 
a flood of East Germans could 
swamp West Germany. 

He provoked cries of protest 
from Kohl's centre-right coalition 
by charging it was wors ening un- 
employment and housing crises 
here by giving generous benefits 
to all newcomers. 

But other states have started to 
copy his decision to cut social 
benefits for new arrivals. 

According to analysis by the 
ARD television network, Lafoo- 
taine’s fist-pounding emphasis on 
tins issue paid off handsomely.. 


{EAST BERLIN (Agencies) — 
Ousted East German leader 
Erich Honecker, who is expected 
to be indicted for high treason, 
was arrested Monday monring, 
the official news agency -ADN 
said. 

The news agency said the 77- 
year-otd Honecker was arrested 
after being released from East 
Berlin's Charite Hospital, where 
he had undergone surgery for a 
malignant kidney honour. 

Honecker was immediately 
taken to East Berim’s Rnmmels- 
burg prison, die brief dispatch 
said. Honecker joins other mem- 
bers of- his ousted polftburo 
already in prison awaiting trial. 

Earlier this month. East Ga- 
mas prosecutors said Honecker 
and former state security chief 
Erich Mldke would be charged 
with treason and corruption 
charges for rnknaa of their posi- 
tions and state funds. 

Honecker. the hardline Stalin- 


ist who ruled feu 17 years until his 
ouster Oct. 18, had previously 
been declared too ill to withstand 
imprisonment. 

ADN said that the director of 
the Charite urology dime. Dr. 
Peter Altfaaus, reiterated his 
opinion Monday that Honecker 
was still not well enough to be 
jaikxL 

On Sunday, West Germany’s 
mass-circulation Bfid newspaper 
said Honecker would be arrested, 
but that he would be held at a 
prison hospital because .of his 
condition. 

ADN made no mention ot 
whether the Rnmmelsborg jail 
was equipped with a medical 
facility. 

Earlier this month. East Ger- 
many’s Lutheran church had 
offered to put Honecker up in a 
home for the aged upon his re- 
lease from die hospital. 

East Germany’s Communist- 
led government and opposition 


have agreed to form the first 
national rarity coalition in 40 
years till the first free elections in 
March, nearly two months earlier 
than planned. 

The agreement signals a furth- 
er drastic retreat in communist 
power as the once-hardline East 

European state heads for a demo- 
cratic system despite tnrmoiL 


The accord emerged after 
or tai 


almost seven hours of talks on 
Sunday night with the country 
sliding into political chaos. 

Both sides agreed to hold the 
elections, originally scheduled for 
May 6 , on March 18. TUI then; a 
gover nm ent of all parties and 
opposition groups would rule. 

Martin Ziegler, a church repre- 
sentative who ’helped moderate 
the talks, told reporters it would 
be a government of “national 
responsibility.” 

Communist Prime Minister 
Hans Modrow, whose nine-week 


old government has looked iih 
creasrngly shaky, would remain in 
his post, and each of the dozen 
opposition groups and parties 
would appoint a minister to join 
members of his five-party coali- 
tion. 

Modrow said Sunday night’s, 
agreement would ensure “free 
and secret elections.” 

“The phase of (governing re- 
sponsibility has begun,” he told 
Reuters before leaving the gov- 
ernment guest house wbere tbe 
negotiations were held. 

Modrow and his jnmor coali- 
tion partners had successfully re- 
sisted opposition demands that - 
they suspend their party affilia- 
tions in order- to farm a grand 
coalition. 

But the accord marked a furth- 
er shrinkage in the power of the 
Communists who b ad totally 
dominated the country for. four 
decades until a peaceful revolu- 
tion last «n*nwi" . 


Foxx tries 1 to block 
property auction 


Bungled 
IRA bomb 


Castro sees no end to 
Communist rule in Cuba 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro, distancing 


himself further from the political 
and economic reforms sweeping 
Eastern Europe, said Sunday he 
saw Cuba’s Communist Party rul- 
ing the island indefinitely. 

But he said the socialist bloc no 
. longer existed as a political force. 

In-a speech to a workers’ con- 
gress in Havana, Castro con- 
trasted what he called Cuba’s 
unity with what be described as 
the ‘atomisation” occurring in 
East European countries which 
'jrere adopting Western-style re- 
forms. 

• The Cuban leader painted a 
bleak picture of the economic 
difficulties facing his country, 
saying there was total uncertainty 
about Cuba’s economic ties with 
' Eastern Europe in the next five 
years. 
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Arguing that Cuba’s socialism 
was the hometown product of 
die revolution he led m 1959, he 
signalled no change in one-party 
Communist rule. 

“This is dear... as we see the 
future, we see the party ruling 
indefinitely,” Castro said. 
“Neither Karl Marx, nor Vladi- 
mir Lenin nor Frederick Engels 
said there would be a day when 
the party Should disappear.” 

In his most frank appraisal so 
far of the changes rocking East- 
ern Europe, Castro referred to 
“countries which are becoming 
atomised as they follow the wen- 
worn paths of Western capitalist 
philosophy.” 

“Die socialist bloc does not 
exist politically any more, let’s 
not fool ouzsevels,” he added, 
saying some East European coun- 
tries were embracing capitalism 
and adopting fierce anti-Com- 
munist positions. 

Castro said he understood that 
internal problems were leading die 
Soviets to cut back on their $5- 
trinkra annual aid to Cuba. 

“The revolution will not back 
down one mflUmetre, not even if 
it Is totally blockaded by the 
United Stales or if the Soviet 
Union totally cuts off its sup- 
plies,” said Castro. 

“We have prepared ourselves 
to engage in the straggle by all 
the people in defence of sodal- 



LONDONDERRY (R) — The 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
has killed a teenager and injured 
eight people in a bungled bomb 
attack intended for British secur- 
ity forces monitoring a republican 
rally in Londonderry. 

Sunday’s Jailing, ■ which the 
IRA called “a freak accident,” 
was die latest in a long line of 
botched attacks by the guerilla 
group in Northern Ireland. 

The 17-year-old boy, who was 
hit by chunks of flying masonry, 
died of head injuries. Four 
policemen, a soldier and three 
dhdfians were also slightly in- 
jured. 1 


Hdd Castro 


ism,” he said, warning that 
Cubans may have to tighten their 
belts and live “at peace but under 
a wartime economy.” 

It was the first time Castro had 
suggested that the Soviet Union 
may be cutting down on aid that 
has subsidised his revolution. For 
instance, virtually of Cuba’s 
crude oil comes from the Soviet 
Union. 

“It will not be here where the 
history of other countries will be 
able to repeat itself, and those 
who want to play at counterre- 
volution are going to have to face 
the people,” said Castro in refer- 
ence to the overthrow of govern- 
ments in Eastern Europe. 


The bomb went off minutes 
before several hundred people 
filed past in a parade to com- 
memorate the 1972 "bloody Sun- 
day” civfl rights march which 
muled with British paratroopers 
killing 13 Catholic protesters. 

The guerrilla group apologised 
for the attack saying the bomb 
had been intended to lot British 
security forces. 

“We regard tile result of the 
explosion as having been a freak 
accident,” it said in a statement. 

The youth had come to the 
rally from nearby Strabane on a 
bus hired, by the IRA’s political 
wing, Shm Fein, which plans to 
debate IRA mistakes during its 
annual conercnce in Dubliln next 
weekend. 


Sinn Feu’s electoral support 
has slumped steadily after a string 
of bungled ERA attacks stretching 
back to November 1987 when a 
bomb killed 11 people attending a 
war memorial ceremony in Ezuds- 
kfllen. 


Endara wants U.S.forces to stay 


PANAMA CITY (AP) — Presi- 
dent GmTlermp Endara has told 
U.S. Vice-President Dan Quayle 
that American troops are needed 
to maintain Panama’s stability 
until an effective police force is 
operational 

Latin American leaders should 
“think of the Panamanian people 
and what they want,” Endara 
said of the U.S. invasion forces 
that have remained since they 
ousted former leader Manuel 
Antonio Noriega and enabled 
Endara to be sworn in as presi- 
dent 

T)ie U.S. invasion of Panama, 
on Dec. 20, has rankled other 
T jtin nations. 

Peruvian President Alan Gar- 


da has refused to attend the Feb. 
15 drug summft uCofomhia with 
U.S: President George Bush un- 
less me U-S; invasion forces are 
out of Panama. 

Quayle met with leaden of 
Panama's new government to dis- 
cuss Bush’s Jl-billion economic 
recovery package and the with- 
drawal of occupying troops in 
what be said would be a matter of 
weeks. Endara had sought $2 
billion in U.S. assistance. 

In a television interview, 
Quayle said the issue of the U.S. 
military invasion of Panama “is 
behind us” and that it is tune to 
focus on the future of Panama. 

The Bush economic recovery 
package includes loan guarantees 


‘The Bradys' 
are back 


through tire Export-Import Bank 
and variety or . U.S. emergency 
refief assistance to help Panama 
pay its foreign debt, revive its 
economy and help businesses and 
other victims recover from the 
U.S. . invasion and subsequent rctuinmgonceagam as a weekly 
looting. senes. “The Bradys” scheduled 

The focus of d ig-nra™ aftffferf arrival in n^-Fehiuary will bump 


l NEW YORTJAF)— TteBra^ 
■ family of television’s yesteryear is 


somewhat, however, as Endara 
said his country needs some U.S. 
troops to remain until the new 
national police force is oper- 
ational 

“At this moment, we have not 
the pofice. Our forces are not 
quite capable of protecting the 
fife, property and pnbfic order as 
the Panamanian people want,’ 
Endara told reporters . 


Rebel Philippine general caught 


■ the new ‘Max Monroe: Loose 
Cannon” series. The Bradys first 
appeared an television in 1969 in 
a situation comedy called “The 
Brady Bunch.” That wasfoL 
I by a comedy-variety series, 
“The Brady Bunch Hour,” drop- 
ped in 1977 after five months. But 
members of the dan were not to 
be denied. .They returned, if only 
briefly, in 1981; in anotiier net- 
work’s spin-off situation comedy 
called "The Brady Brides ” 


MANILA (AP) — Troops early 158 are officers, the military said. 
Monday captured a key figure in Blazon said about 80 troops 
December’s coup attempt against surrounded Abenina’s hideout in 
President Corazon Aquino, unlit- an exclusive Manila suburb duty 
ary officials said. Monday and the general jumped 

Brigadier General Edgardo over a fence, slightly injnnng his 


Abenina, arrested about 1:20 
ami. (1720 GMT Sunday) in 


Quezon Qty, is believed to be the 
most important leader of the 
Dec. 1-9 revolt captured so far. 

Brig. Gen. Rodolfo Biazon, 
chief of the national capital re- 
gion defence command, said 
Abenina was believed to have 
been tire architect of tite coalition 
.of reform-minded soldiers and 
supporters of the late President 
Ferdinand Marcos, and to have 
spearheaded the sixth and 
bloodiest attempt to topple 
Aquino. 

At least 113 people were killed 
and more than 500 injured in the 
failed coup. Abenina 'S arrest 
brought to at least 1,907 the 
number of troops in custody after 
the coop attempt. Of the figure, 


leg trying to escape. 

Biazon said troops were wait- 
ing for a search warrant to enter 
the bouse because other rebel 
ksades might be inside. 

There was no resistance from 
Abenina, who was unarmed, 
Biazon said. He predicted that 
other rebel leaders would soot be 
arrested. 

Abenina, Whose capture car- 
ried a l-uuOion-peso ( $45,000) 
reward, was believed to be the 
senior officer in the December 
coop attempt, which included 
three other active duty flag offic- 
ers and at least one retired 

general- v 

One active duty and one re- 
tired flag officer remain at large. 

“He was responsible feu the 
elective alliance of two other 


groups,” Biazon said of Abenina. 
“He was supposed to bea mem- 
ber of dre military junta” which 
would have replaced Aquino if 
the coup succeeded. 

Abenina had been implicated 
in the Autust 1987 coup attempt 
led by former CoioneL Gregorio 
“Gringo” Honasan, also, sou gh t 
in the December foiled putsch. 

Abenina was removed from his 
command in the central city of 
Cebu and had been undergoing 
investigation but escaped before 
the December incident. 

This month , Senator Joseph 
Estrada released a letter from 
Abenina in winch he sad the coup 
attempt was launched to elimin- 
ate government corruption and 
pave the way far broad social 
economic and political refo r m s. 

“The Aquino government has. 
foiled,” Abenina said in the let- 
ter. “It has foiled to govern and 
ensure foe safety and well-being 
of its dtaens. We need a govern- 
ment that reflects our virtues.” 


Poachers poison 
rhinos . *• 


KATMANDU (AP) — ■_ Poachers 
’ a female rhinoceros and 


with the horn of the calf, affinals 
said Sunday. The nfBnait yajd on 
condition their hamiy were not 
used the two riunos were found 
dqad Saturday at the Jawalakhel 
zoo in a Katmandu suburb. Rhi- 
no. horns are in great demand in 
HongKong and other cities of the 
Far East, where , they are consi- 
dered an aphrodisiac. Asian rhi- 
noceroses five in- the Qfitwan 
jungle of southern Nepal and., 
another sanctuary in Assam, in 
eastern. India. Due to high de- 
mand for their horns, their nnzDr 
hers have, been diminishing. 
Nepalese authorities have de- 
clared the .rhinoceros an en- 
dangered species, and convicted 
poachers can be sentenced to up 
to 20 years in prison. 


OBITUARY 

With deep regret and sorrow we announce the 
demise of late 
Mary Iskandar Kazma 
Widow of Late Amin K. Kawar 


Mother of Kamel and Tawffq Kawar, who 
passed away in peace at the age of 86 and was 
buried on January 29th, 1990. 

Condolences are received at the residence of 
Tawfiq Kawar the Honorary Consol General for 
Denmark, No. 7 Constantinople Street, near 
Ammoun Hotel, Jabal Amman. For ladies in the 
morning and for gentlemen in the afternoon. 
Memorial service win be held on Thursday 
February 1st, at 13:00 hrs. at the Orthodox 
Church - Abdah. 

May the Lord bless her soul. ■ 


Indian troops leave Jaffna, Tigers move in 


COLOMBO (AP) — Indian 
troops have polled out of Jaffna, 
leaving the northern town to 
the Tamil Tiger guerrillas they 
fought for more than two yeas, 
according to residents and offi- 
cials. 


The Indian troops, who are 
scheduled to complete their with- 
drawal from Sri Lanka by the end 
of March, evacuated Jaffna 4ate 
Saturday and pitched camps at an 
airfield and coastal villages about 
16 kflometres away, residents 
said by telephone. 


ing the roads,’ one resident said 
on condition of not being identi- 
fied. 

Jaffna, 300 kilometres north- 
east of Colombo, was the heart of 
a Tamil separatist revolt that 
erupted In 1983 against the 
Sinhalese ethnic majority that 
dominates the Sri lawbrn gov- 
ernment and armed forces. 


for the Tigers, who were rooted 
from die predominantly Tamil 
town by Indian air and ground 
forces in the fall of 1987. 


The unannounced evacuation 
caught many people by surprise 
when they woke up Sunday 
morning and realised the Indian 
troops woe gone. 

“We saw the Tiger flag flutter- 
ing all over the town and shops 
were open, traffic was abnormal- 
ly active and people were throng- 


When the Sri T-nniran govern- 
ment foiled to squelch the insur- 
rection, it enlisted Indian help. 
An Indian peacekeeping force 
arrived in 1987 and became tire 
target of the Tamil Tigers, the 
largest Tamil rebel g r oup . 

The Sri Lankan government 
started ne go ti a t in g with the TJ- 
gera to give them a political rote, 
while the In dian* , who once gave 
the Tigers sanctuary on Indian 
soil, became the enemy, 

Jaffna is strongly partisan turf 


Small groups of aimed Tigers, 
often r eferred to by Jaffna resi- 
dents as “carboys” moved open- 
ly in the centre erf town Sunday, 
according to the telephone re- 
ports. 

A Sri T-anlrun miKtsn- y official 

in Colombo said the Indians com- 
pleted their withdrawal from Jaff- 
na by Saturday evening. An Indi- 
an diplomat, speaking on condi- 


pcninsnla. 

The Indian evacuation leaves 
only one major town still patrol- 
led by peacekeeping force — the 
deepwater port of Trincomatec, 
23 kQometres northeast of Col- 
ombo. 


The council’s coordinating 
secretary, Anthony Mnttn Veda- 
nayagam, accused the Tigers of 
killin g CM. Ganeshaliugarn, 
who had been the council’s re- 
hahiBtation minister. 


An Indian departure from 
Trincomalee is expected to trig- 
ger a power struggle within the 
Tamil movement because die city 
is the base of the three pro-Intfian 
Tamil groups opposed by the 
Tigers. 



tion of not being identified, con- 
finned the departure but dedmed 
to say how many Indian troops 
were Involved. 


The Sri Lankan official, also 
speaking on condition of not 1 
said the Indians 


The three groups captured con- 
trol of the provincial council in an , 
election boycotted bjr the Tigers, 
who want new elections called. 

A former council member who 
belonged to the pro-Indian 
Eelam National Democratic Li- 
beration Front was killed Sunday / 
two gunmen cm bievdes in 


sshaKngam was lulled by fel- 
low members of the Eelam 
National Democr ati c liberation 
Front in an embezzlement dis- 
pute. 

' The Tamil inmi ^ wticnii .grew 

Out of a desire for a separate 

homeland, which . aairt 

was needed to prrserve tbe Tamil 
ethnic, identity. Tamil* accused 
the Sinhalese, who make up 75 
■per cent Of Sri Lanka’s popula- 
tion of 16 miilian people, of 
discrimination in jobs: 


Tamj& Cttitipni® 18 per cent of 
the- population. ; t _ -- 7 * : 
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LAS VEGAS (AP) — Comedian 
Red Foxx is trying to block ain 
auction; of his possessions, induct- 
ing jewelry, several cars and- 
other personal property, but the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS). 
A Foxx attorney, Paul WMtford 
of Beverly H3&, said, the sale 
Saturday would conflict with 
efforts- to -liquidate- the- come- 
dian’s estate in bankruptCf-cxSart. 
The lease, in which Rrixifiawl 
$ 2.1 mflfibn m assets and . $23 
milli on in liabilities, stems faun a 
bankroptcyFdxxfiM 
Some of Foxx’s property has feen 
sold off periodically to satisfy 
creditors. IRS agents sdzed the 
personal property and Foss’s 
home dining a rmd Noy . 28 on 
the comedian Y Las Vega* home. 
TTteTRSscfreduledtheaiictionto 
try to reduce^ Foxx’s tarfiabffity 
of $900,000, including penalties 
and interest.' 
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